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A Golpel Miniftcr, 

CONTAINING 

AdvicS to Ministers^ and Elders^ how to 
condudl themfelves in their Converfations, and 
various Services, according to their Gifts in 
the Church of Christ. 



By SAMUEL B O W N A SJt74^|7j^ 

Js evejy Man batb received the Gift, even /i miwflen tbefanney ove 
to another^ as good Stewards of the mavifold grace of God, if 
any Manfpeak, let bimjpeak as the Oracles of God l if any Mari 
minifUr, let bim do it as of the Ability rvbicb Goi givstb, 6'C. . 
1 Pet. iv. lo, II, 




LONDON: 

Printed by Luke Hinde, at the Bidk in George^ %| 

Tardy Lombard-Street^ 17^0. 'J: 



1 



V 



k 



t H B 

PREFACE 

to THE 

READER^ ' 

TkBinteniioh ofibe Author, in thh 
Treatife, being thi^y to give Di^ 
reSHMSy wbitb may be as Way^- 
inaris to Jucb who are called int9 the IFork of 
the Miniftry, and to the Elders of the Church, 
how fo Qmu^ tbem/ihes in their Care ovir 
themwbilfi Young in the Minijtry^ it is not 
thought fit to be made Jo generaily Publicky as 
fitch ICraSs which are intended for a general 
Benefit, which may in fome degree concern all^ 
and are of that univeHal ifature^ that every 
Member of Society ought to be acquainted with^ 
in order for their Government and Pra&ice j 
but as it is not the mil of the All-wife Dif 
pofer, who governs his Houfe (which is his \ 

Church) in 1Vi(dom,^ nor the Order oj his 
Prmidence, to give the like Gifts to all, but as , ,. .4 

the Apoftkjpeaks, He gave fome, Apoftlcs;Eph«f iV» 
and fome, Evangelifts; and fome^ Paflors "* 
and Tesiichers ) whom Ix appointed to the . ; . 
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Work of the Miniftry, for the perfci^ing 
of the Saints (or tboje in whom the Work^ 
SanBijication was begun) and the Edification 
of the Church. 
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Now as it was with the Head^ Cbriji J^Jus^ 
Jo it is with the Members (^that is, bis MiniJ^ 
g ,^ ^ ters) for No Man taketh this Honour unto 
' . ' himfelf, but he that is called of God, as was 
Aaron^ as faith the Apojlle. And therefore 
Adviqe, that may be adapted to the States y 
trials and ^temptations of fuchy who are in 
any degree preparing^ or Jetting in Order for 
this Worky , and how to (hun the Dangers and 
Miftakesy nnd fur mount the Dijicujties which 
fuch may be liable to, who may have madefar^ 
ther Progre/s in ity may be of great Service 
to ihem-y tho* to others who are not called to 
this Work^ it may be in many refpeBs as a 
Book Jealed. Which Advice, is as an Hand 
of Help held forth y and is of Service thany 
uimes to the Honeji but Doubtful Enquirer^ 
who is like the traveller in an unknown Pat by 
often befet with many Fiars of lofing bis Way j 
and as it is a kind Officey "and what calls for 
Rejpe£l from all who fland in need of ity fb it 
is a Duty we owe^ and what God is pleajed to 
enjoyn his Servants and Minijlers to be found 
in the PraSiice of one towards another *y and 
fuch was the ,Caje of our Worthy Ancient 
Friend /^^ Author, who thought it bis Du- 
ty ^ as be hath bad great Experience of that 
Worky in a Cour/e oj many Tears Exer- 
'ctfey and much Labour and Travel on that 

Account, 
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Account y both in bis own Country, and in 

Foreign PartSy to gi've' fome Account of the' 

Steps that God is pkafed to lead his Children 

on in, whom he is preparing for this great 

Worky and to point out where the Enemy of 

the- Work of Gody and our Happinejsy is lying 

in wait to mijleddy beguile y and betray fucb 

\ who are not Watchjul-y and dlthd he hath not 

j . ftudied Excellency of Speech y nor the enticeing 

Words which Maris Wifdom teachethy yet 

fucb who have had their Eyes opened to difcern 

the Work of Gody as alfo the my/ierious Trans-- 

I jormations of our grand Adverfaryy will 

\ have Occnfon to fay^ that it is in the Demon- 

! ftration of the Spirit, having the true Marks 

\ and Evidence of that Infpiration which giveth 

\ aright Underftanding in the Things of God^ 

and Myjieries of his Kingdom j for hereby it 

will appear y how necejfary it is Jor Men and 

Women to experience the Sanftification of the, 

Spirit to precede y or go before y that they may be 

. duly qualified to help and advife other i-y this 

being the Order our Lord and Majler obferV" 

etbin his Advice to Peter, When thou art^"^®"**^ 

converted, ftrengthen thy Brethren. 

Another Mark which demonjlrateth from 
whence it proceeds y is, th^ Care he hath taken 
to inculcatCy in thofe who are called to the 
Minijlryy the Neceffity of low Thoughts of 
themfelves, and of a conjiant Guard over 
. themfelveSy left the Enemy prevail to lijt them 
upy becauje the *Lord has appeared with them^ afid 
jlrengtherid them at Times to difcharge them- 

'A3. Jelves ^' 



fihm to kif Glory ^ and their Cow^rt an^ &r/rxr 

Jai^ion^ nvbicb bath al^ given them Aaeftt^ 

ante mtb Friends: Now herein is grea^ 

ganger y lefi the ' Creatur>^ take that H^ur 

to itjelfi Hfibich only iekngs to bim^ 'wf>o is the 

Gibber of ever^ good and p^ft& Gift; and 

being fq tiftea ufj fall iht9 the Snare of the. 

Devih for want of diftinguifl>ii^ ^bat it 

V)as iffiicb procured them (bis Acceptance*^ 

ndt dt^Iy confideririg the Weight of that Saying 

3«hii XT. ^otfr Lord^ Without mc ye can do nothing i 

\ ^his therefore ought to he the conj^ant Care of 

■ ' ' a Minijier tf Cbrijt^ to dimll in Humility^ 

and in a daily Dependance on him ^bo ii 

ohly oik to prej^rve to the End^ 

joivixti. But if ofty Jhould obje0^ You ^oleft t<> 

'3|- have the Spirit of Tmtb which gi*vi«th ipta 

9l11 Truth, and to have rcceivec) that Anoint'^ 

ing, that you need not that any Man teach 

you, but* as the iamt; Anointing teacheth 

ijohniL you of all Things, What need have you 

«r* then pf fuch Inftm^ions or Inftru£tors ? 

We anfwcr, ^is hath been the PraSiice of 
the Gofpel Church from its firfi Jnfiitution\ 
for thd ali have received the Spirit of Truth, 
^ndthis Anointing vdnch teacheth of all Things, 
yet all come not up in ObeSenof to itj neither 
^re all fb grenm inta that l^JtimUdge and Ac^ 
guaintance with ity as to be perfe^ly taught 
by it and efiablijhed in it-, andtheJameOije&ion 
may be made againji the Pra&ice of Preach- 
iDg»' Vfbicb is general^ aUniddto bewceffary i 

and^ 
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and the fame Reuf^tu given for the Continue 
ance of it^ viz. Toftir up the Believers to r^- ^ 
menier their Duty\ for after this Manner 
the JpoftU Peter nvrites to tbo/e of bis 7$me, 
Wherefore I will not be negligent topat^,;^*^ 
yoa always in Rememberance of tbefe 
Things, UK)* you know them, and be efta- 
bliihed in the preient Truths yea, I think 
it meet, as long a$ I am in this Tabernacle, 
to ftir you vp, by potting you in Rem^ber-^ 
ance} and further he faith. This Second' 5!"*'^^ 
Epiftle, -Beloved, I write unto you, in both 
wnich , I ftir up your pure Minds by \yay 
of Renqtemberance : Jlnd agreeaUe hereto is 
his Advice to the £ld(rs andOverfeersif the 
Chmxbx I Pet, Chjip* v. from Ven i. rt 6* 
And Paul in like manner exhorted the Elders 
ijf'the Church ef Ephefus, as may be feen in 
the 2(^h Chaffer of the^&$, who thought there 
was nefd to $aution them, thd they were^ 
according to their Degree and Growth in the 
fame precious FaitK f^^gf VcrC 27. I hav« 
not ihunQcd to declare unto you, all the 
Counfel of God } andVevC 28. Take heed 
therefore unto yourlGblves, and to all the 
Fiock^ over the which the Holy Ghoft hath 
xnade yoa Overleera, to fe^d the Church 
of God, vfhkk he hath purchafed with hb 
own Blood : And for this Bnd he ^reite his 
two EpijHes to Timothy, to put him in Mind 
of his Duty and Charge^ giving him Di-^ 
regions how to di/charge him/elf^ and how to 
off in particular Cafes, and of what to be^ 
Wire ; and to Titus in Hie Manner, giving 

A 4 him 
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' him DireBkns concerning his DoBrine and 
ConduSl amongji bis Fellow-Believers -, and 
tbejame I'bings bave been praSHfed amongfl 
tboje whom God bath raijed up^ in this I aft 
Age^ that Tbofe of Experience found it their 
Concern to minifter to others^ not only in gene^ 
ral DoSfrineSy but aljb more particular hf^ to 
tboje who bad a Gift in the Miniflry corfimitted 
to themy for their InjiruBiony by way of En^ 
touragement to fuch who flood in need of En-- 
. couragementy declaring their Experience to 
themy and by fVay of Caution tofuchy who flood 
in need of ity to warn them to beware y who 
might be in Danger oj going too fafty and tak-- 
ing too much upon them-, or on the other Hahdi 
of neglecting their GiftSy to whom the Advice 
the Apojilegave to Archippus, might be necejfa^ 

Cofcir. 17. ry: Say to ArchippuSy Take heed to the 
Miniflry which thou haft received in the 
Lord, that thou fulfil it For it is evident^ 
Miniflefs have fallen y and may be as liable to 
fall as other Sy nnd therefore they Jland in need 
I of prudent Advice and Caution as well as 

other Sy and this is no more than fuelling the 

Q91, vi. «• Apofilis InjunSiiony Bear ye one another's 
Burdens, and fo fulfil the Law of Chrift? 
And thefe Tihings arey and may be done with^ 
mtcontradiHing the Texts abovementioned ; for 
if thefe are the Fruits and EfieSls of the Spirit 
and ifs Teachingy whether mediately or im- 
mediately giveny it is the fame Spirit of ^ruth; 
and tbejame Anointings which fpeaks through 
the Injlrument to the Edification of the Body' 
and enjery Meml>er.of it^ as the Apofile obfer^ 

veth^ 



vetb^ when he is Jpeakifig of Spiritual Gifts ^ i car. «l 
All thcfc workcth that one and the felf- "' 
iame Spirit^ dividing to every Man feverally 
as he vvill ; and that there ought to be an Ear 
open to hear fuchy whom the Holy Ghofi has ap^ 
pointed Overjeers^ whether Minifters or El" 
dersy obferve what the Apojile faithy ObcyHcbxiit 
them that have the Rule over you, and fub- *^* 
mit yourfelves, for they watch for your Souls, 
as they that miift give Account, that they 
may do it vrith Joy and not vsrith Grief, for 
that is unprofitable for you. ^ 

^0 concludey as all InflruBion both by Writ^ 
tng and Preachings is that, the Ignorant may 
ke informed, and the Faithful preferved in the . 
right Way to the Difcharge of their Dutyy it 
is much to be dejiredy that thofe who may he , 
concerned in the Advices contained in the enfu^ 
ing Treatifiy whether Mini/iers or Elder Sy ptay 
be fo difpofed to receive InJiruStiony that they 
may reap the Advantage intended by this La^ 
hour of Love-y fo will the End of the Author^ 
herein be effeSiually anfweredy even the Glpr^ 
qf Godifnflthe Gqpdcf Souls. 
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DESCRIPTION 
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QUALIFICATIONS 

Necsssart to 

A Gofpel Minifter. 

CHAP, I. 

s 

^at San^ifi<atioB fs 4i' previous Qinlifiai* 
6on for the Reeiptkn rf a Dime laipira^ 
tion to MiNirrER. 

I 

As the Defign of the fellovi^s Baget 
is to Jet in a tree Li^ the mtare 
toiAl^ocefBity of an L^red H^rujlrfy 
«jQd the Advantaget ^iat we lepeive dieretnr, 
I' ftall, as intcMudory thereunto, bri^^ 
lake Notice of a ^jfoSficaikn (iutable to the 
Receiving of that Ini^uration, without which 
it is not yca fon aM c to iiippoi^ my one to 
have it. 
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Firft^ There muft be a State of SanStifi- 
cation (in degree) known, by the Spirit of 
Judgment, and Burning, before any can be. 
proper Objedls to be Receivers of this inlpir- 
ing Gift, that can only affift a Minifter, 
and make him inilrumental of doing Good 
toothers: The Tree muft be good, e'er the 
Frait can be fo; and rijght and true Mi- 
nifters are tote: known by thfeir Fruits: 
This being granted, which I think can't be 
denied, then it follows, that i none* without 
being thus qualified^ can be called to the 
Work of the Miniftry by a divine Infpira- 
tion of the holy Spirit j and tlierefore all vile 
iand ungodly Perfons, while they continue 
in that natuwl and .unrcgenerate State, are 
excluded * from any Part in this Gift ; and 
»ltho^.fome fuch may pretend, that either 
with their Learning, or by their Money, or 
both, they may have acquired or made a 
Purchafe of Orders for Liberty to Preach, 
anid tnay on this Foundation undertake to 
cxpofewh^gt they ^ave to Sale> but what 
they fell is no other thian Vfhat they have 
bought, while in this unregenerate State, 
em^ and vjnn, and can't be of Profit to 
waim 1. \6. the Hearers ; for ; as iaith the Pfalmiji^ Unto 
*^' tieWihked Godjaith^ what haft thou, to do to 
declare my ^tafutii^ or that tboujhouldeft faka 
my Covenant in tl>jf Mouthy feeing thoif hdtefi 
Jn{iru6li(my\andcafiepmy Words behind thee. 
And let me iay, that /whofoever undertakes 
the Work of the Miniftry, nqt being firft re- 
formed thenafcWes, cannot juftly cxpe<a: to 

be 
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be infpired by divine Wifdom, for thfe Rd* 
forming others by the Word of Truth ; for 
(he dwells in holy Souls, and makes them 
Friends of God and Prophets : Then it as 
reafonablc to conclude, that all who live in 
Aduhery^ Fornication^Unckannefs^LafciviouJ-^^^'^^^ 
nefs. Idolatry y Witchcraft^ Hatred^ Variance^ 
Emulations^ Wrath^ Strijey Seditions^ Here^ 
Jies^ EnvyingSy Murders ^ Drunkennefsy Revels 
lings y and fiich like Works of the Flefh/are 
excluded from any Inheritance in the King- 
dom, of God, and confequently from having 
any Part in that excellent irifpiring Gift of 
the Miniftry, fo neceflary to our Affi^ancc 
and Diredion in our Way thither. 

Setondlyy I (hall therefore fay fomething 
of the Qualification neceflary to receiving of 
this excellent inlpiring Gift of the Miniftry ; 
and in Order to it, we ought firfl: to examine 
our own Hearts with Care, praying in Secret 
that God, by his Spirit, will vouchfafe to 
direft us in a' right Search after Truth ; and 
hereby we fhall find a Law in our Hearts 
that we have broken, and a Spirit in our 
inward Parts that we have rebelled again fl:, 
and in our Ignorance, being hurried in the 
Purfuit of the Pleafured of the Flefli, and 
Vanities of this Life, have overlooked, tho' 
we have been followed by it, and it has 
ftrove with us : For the Spirit worketh in 
us fecretly, and we know not at the firft 
what it is ; but finding ourfelves very uneafy, 
and in great Trouble of Mind, being under 

Sorrow 
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Sorrow and Heavinefs, not rightly ind eo^f 
examining the Reafon^ it is often miftakeh 
to proceed from a natural Cauie, and fo out<^ 
Irard Means are foaght for to relieve from 
this Vneafimfs \ fome by taking their Bottle 
with their Companions^ others diverting 
themielves with their Sports and Gaming^ 
others again take Medicines to help them 
agaioft what they call Melancholy, fome 
one Way, and ibme another, thns mifl:ake| 
and make merry over the Witnefs in thcmj 
and ftif&n their Necks againft the Reproot 
of Inflradtion, whkh is the Way to Lif? ; 
^^. uis. 1^ minding the Text^ which fays, He thai 
'• being often reproved^ hardens his Neck^ jhali 
fuddenly bedejlrcyed, and that without Remedy i 

Tiirdfy, But tho' fbilie are thus rebellious 
and careleis, others take a better Courfe, by 
ftridly examining their Words and Aftionsi 
Company and Converfation, and finding it 
to be their great Sorrow and Burden, inftead 
of endeavouring to get from under the Load 
of Trouble by any indecent Method of Sport-, 
ing. Gaming, Drinking, Phyiick, or Com- 
Uip.iii2i pany, fuch rath^r^ as the Prophet (aid, /)? 
ahne and keep Silence^ putting their Mouth 
in the Dufiy praying in fecret, that God will 
aflift them by his Grace arid good Spirit^ that 
theGiufeof this Sorrow may be removal by 
an humble and fincere Repentance of all 
their Follies and Sins, wherewith they have 
emended God^ and that for Time to come, 
they may,^ by the Help of the Spirit, and 

Diredlion 
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DinSAon of it^t Law in their Hearts, wliich 
they had hit^ierto overlooked and negleded^ 
now lead a new Life; Firfi^ by denying all 
Ungodlineft, and ^iUining from every Ap^ 
pearance of £vil$ which muft firft be done» 
e'er they can perfedly pra^ice that which is 
right in the Sight of God ; for no Man can 
be jighteoti$ and wicked at one Time; and 
we muft firft expedl a being brought from 
under the Bondage of Corruption to ipiritual 
Pbar4ab ^nd Egypt y into the Wilderne&, e*er 
we can ofter acceptably unto God r This State 
is figuratively called a U^ildern^s^ a Way we 
have not trod in» ftiewing thereby the N^ 
ceftity of depending on our Guic^^ our fpi^ 
ritual Mofesy that muft go before and take 
Care of our Support : For in this Wilder-r 
nefs State we have no Food, no Watcr^ vi». 
no right Refreibment, but what this our 
Leader j^ovides and adminifters to us : In 
this State we can neither pray, nor do an^ 
religious A£t, without the Diredion of our 
Leader: So that we find the C^fe is much 
altered with us to what it was in Time paft ; 
for then we could ^ay, fing, preach, and 
perfbmi other religious Duties in our own 
Jime^ feeding and ^tisfying our&lvee there^ 
.with >^t now we are brought into the Wil^ 
derne^) where there is neither Ploughing^ 
nor Sowing ; we can^t now help ourielves by 
our own Contrivance, and Workings in our 
own Wills, but herp we muft live a Life of 
Faith, wholly depending on him that wiU(if 
v^e faint not in our Minds) bring us through 

to 



to the JH[eavenI;jr Canaan : Thus Wc fliall 
come in the Lord's Time to experience the 
Subftance of thofe Types and Figures, under 
that Legal Difpenfation, to be fubftantially 
and fpiritually fulfilled in our own Minds, 
by the Operation of the Spirit of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, the Subftance and Foundation 
of all True Religion and Minijin that is regdly 
profitable to the Hearers. 

Fourthly^ Now this Work of Preparation 
by the Spirit beimg thus begun, and carried 
on, isaftiorter or longer Time in accom^^ 
plifhing, fo as the Parties thereby m^y be 
qualified to receive a divine Inlpiration to mi- 
nifter from to others, according to the Will 
of him that calleth ; and when it happeneth 
to be but a (hort Time, between Perfons 
beginning to be ferious and religious, and the 
Time that fuch Perfons commence Minijiers 
(labouring according as they apprehend them- 
&lves to be called to that Work for the Good 
of others) it may happen, that fome of their 
Hearers, forming their Judgment refpedt* 
ing the Worthinefs or Unworthinefs of the 
Parties fo concerned, from « their paft Con*- ' 
duft, while in fo vile a State, may conclude. 
How can fuch befit to teach others^ who them^ 
fehes but the other Day were guilty of fuch 
Follies as are inconjiftant with a true Mi^ 
nifter to touch with ? Thus in fome Refpeft 
it was with that great Apoftle of the Gf«-. 
tiks^ viz. Saul, afterwards Paul. 

Fifthly, 
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Fiftify, For we ^find, while he was in 
the very Heat of perfecuting the Church, 
itad bi^eathing ,out Threatnings againft the 
Bfcthrcn,ib that they were afraid of him; 
as appears when Ananias was commanded of 
the Lord^ . during . that peculiar Vifitation 
which it that Time he was under, to goto 
his Affiiiancej Ananiai^ Anfwcr was, / 
have heqtd by many of this Man^ (^2l\j\) how 
much evil he hath ddneto thy Saints at ^ Jeru- 
'fkUrrij and here he hath Authority from the 
Chief Priefts to bind all that call on thy 
Name. But the Lord [aid unfohim^ Go thy 
Way ^ for he is a chofen Veffetunto me. : Then 
Ananias went his Way, haying this Ipecial 
Call to yifit Saul. But it plainly appears, 
diat this good Man could not eafily brieve 
SiruPs fo fudden and (hort Change, froqi ari* 
open Oppofer and Perfccutor of the ^aith, 
andfaithfiil Profcflbrs and. Followers of the 
Son of God, to be an open Profeflbr and 
Preacher of the fame Faith and D'ocflrinc 
with thein^ he fo perfecuted : And as this 
. was the Cafe of Saiil, it lias been the Cafe, 
in fome d^griie,^ of Others of later Date j that 
is, their .y^^^<?;^ Change from a vain Conver- 
fation to be Preachers againift it, hath fo nar- 
rowed up* their Way in the Minds of /ome 
of their Hea:rers: that at the fame Time 
(fome of them that have wifli'd well to the 
Caufe of Religion) fuppofing fuch Preachers 
wou*d be a Means of Stumbling to many, 
ha^e therefore in a Zeal that has been with- 
out true Confideration and right Judgment, 
' . * B not 
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ttot giving ^imc for Trials whfthsBr i^hit 
they have heard wa$ of God or the Creat^re^ 
('as not minding GamalieFs Cok^nCel) vtrou'd 
pull them down before they could fep wlx^tfier 
they were right or wrong. 

To prevent this r^j^ju^ging^ it is needftil, 
that the Hearers be carefpT to jtt^ge nof^ipg 
before its Time, but let eVcr^ fuch Peffon 
hav^ the Opportunity to tnake lull Proof of 
their Miniftry, that it may appear, vrhether 
what they do in the Way of Miniftripg, he 
of God or of themfdves : If it be rights it 
will be felf-evident, and carry wit|i it that 
which in Time will give Satisfadtioa to fuch 
who have doubted ot the Miniftry of fii^chi^ 
Perfons, whether they were right Qrno!| and 
their Hearts will be fill'd with Charity to* 

wards them; 

< 

Sixthly y^ Now 'if We confider tlw Thing 
right, this rafh judging is very d^ngerousf 
and hurtful, greatly tending to the dis- 
couraging of young Minifters; for this ' 
cenforious and critical Temper is a great 
Block in the Way, and may hinder fomc 
from coming forth in that Gift, |W tlhey 
may be rightly concerned therein 5 anjfl forhc 
that may make a little Appearance that Way^ 
may be put to Silence e'er they have had 
Time fufficient to make qr to give full 
Proof of their Miniftry: This iTemper 
therefore ought carefully to. be watched 
againft, and nave a tinjely Curb and Dijipqu- 
' " ' ragement 
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t4g«(nent in every Mind, viz. every Hearer 
ought m Fear to requeft of God to be dinedl- 
ted aright m Juij^mmt^ that under a pre- 
tended jCare to promote the Caufe of Re- 
^igtan» they may not in a blind Zeal be in^ 
ibrumental tQ difcoiirag^ ip ufeful a Gift* 

SevetffMyi Now we find this ctitkal 
Teniper, that was fa apt to judge without 
judgtnenty and to find Fa^lt without Caufe^ 
our Lord did frequently reprove when it 
appeared, as may be feen in the Inilance of 
the Woman, wnofc Penitence and Humi- tuk« wi. 
Uation induced her to wafli her Mafter's ^^' 
Feet wkh her Tears, and wipe them with 
her Hair. Whofe Dectxonftration of Love to * 
our Hefied Lord, (when Simon was ready to 
cenfure him for admitting) he by^a very live- 
ly Comparifon cpmn)ende4 &nd in the Ap- 
plicaticHi thereof fixiartly leproved the want 
of Judgment, as well a& Charily ci that 
Pbaripe, who d|d fo little fo^: him himself, 
and yet was fo ready to fiqd Fault with her ; 
and by that Mqans rather. broiight him ta 
juftify what he haifl before condemqed. . 
Which is often the Cafe q£ ^elf Righteous Pro^ 
fefforSy who are fo aptf (without, juft and ma- 
ture Confidei^tioh) to judge thqfe, who from 
vile and ungodly Sinners may fuddenly be- 
come purified by the Work of tfac Spirit, and / 
by the lame qlay be fitted anji required ("tho' 
ibme may be ^t to thint^ it too foon) to 
come lip in publick Service for pod j-whilft 
thcmfclves, who have .natlov|4 ib much, 

B 2 nor 
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nor been fo zealoite to follow divine Con- 
vidtion, are lingering behind in the Work y 
and yet thefe are mod apt and ready to 
judge and cenfure thofe who are mcH'e faiths 
ful, and thus fuddenly brought into Obedi-* 
cnce, as too hajly and forward. 

And alio in his Anfwer to thofe who cen'* 
fured him for Eating and Drinking with Pub- 
licans and Sinners, he plainly declared the 
End of his Comings which was the Reafon of 
hisCondud in that^ as well as other Refpe^s.* 

m 

Eighthly, From all- which it appears^ that 
it has happened ibmetimes, the more Vile 
and Wicked^any one hath been before Con- 
vidlion, the more Thorough arid Quick 
hath their Converfion been : They to whom 
much is given, hve much; and the more 
they love, the more hearty and zealous 
they arc to go on with the Work unto which 
they are called ; and having known the Ter- 
rors of the Almighty for Sin, are the more 
eamefk to perfwade Men ^ and I dare not 
fay, but that fuch may in their Zeal and 
Warmth of Spirit, a little flretch (at times) 
beyond their Authority > but when they do, 
they no fooner retire to their Gifts, but they 
find fufficient Smart ^m: it in their ovm Minds; 
But this begets them Enemies ; and becaufe 
they appear wrong in Part^ they mufl 
by fome be concluded wrong in the XTbok ; 
which is an unwarrantable Condufion to 
make on any Perfon, 

Nintbfy^ 
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Ninthly y Now if we do but rightly con- 
fidcr of the Matter, there may be a juft 
Caufe for this Ze^l, if we will but give them 
this Allowance, That as they have been like 
Brands pluck'd out of the Burning, and 
known the Terrors of the Almighty for Sin, 
they are the more earneft to perfwade Men 
to Repentance and Amendment, both by Re- 
proof, warning of Sinners, and threatening 
them with Judgment, as having t;hemfelves fo 
narrowly eicaped : And this being the Caufe 
of that Fervour and Zeal fiich have appeared 
,in, it will no doubt on ftriS: Examination 
-be found, that the Root of all this is Lsve^ 
,anda Deiign of Good to the Souls of Men. 
Such therefore ought to be treated with great 
Charity and Meeknefs, and the good De- 
iign ii\ them encouraged; and that Over^for^ 
,ns>ariffefi in them rather (hewn to them 
than reproved; and when they fee it, they 
will not need to be told of it, for Shanie will 
come fail: enough tipon them, (if they are 
trae Miniilers) and may lie heavy ; which 
may hinder fome tender Spirits from 
improving in' their Gifts, and render th^m 
lefs Serviceable than :otherwife they niight, 
if they did moderately keep on their Way, 
minding to keep Pace with their Gifts, nei- 
ther going before, nor flaying behind their 
^ Leader; but wanting both Judgment and 
.Experiencp, being Children in the Work, 
they can't do it all at once, and ther^- 
fore in Patience muft be born with for a 
Time. 

*3 Lafily, 
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for the Miniftry, To qiialiltts the Receiver of 
this excellent infpititfg Gift> wheA called to 
the Work, t£at he can cxj)«immjtaliy k% 
What I have tixfkd, ftk, and beard ^ we 
-good Ward (f Life^ and the l^<M&r$ of the 
World to co^y I declsn-e ufit^you^ Bat what 
can fhch (as the Apoftlc fpeak^ of^ con- 
cerning whort he avers they fliall flot inherit 
God's Kingdom) fey of their Experfeiicse of 
the Work of <^od's Power in them, white 
they continue in their Gain-ikyiftg in the 
Works of the Flefti, fuch as Adultery, Idola- 
try, Pride, Cwetdufnefs, Eftvy, iinA Dmnfe- 
cnnefs, minding the Pleafured of Mb WorM 
above any Thing elfc 5 ^futely /as above) they 
have no Experidnee to ipeak of to the People, 
nothing to fay that will brihg them tok 
FeUo\^fl\i|> ^ith the Fatfesi^afid ifts JSon Wi» 
ChriiJt. 

* - * 

' Having faid thus -much fcOhcerntb^ St irue 
Ratification for the Recei^irtg 6i «his Gift 
of Infpiration, fo abfolUtely nedeflary to 
every right Miniftcr, that withtotit iche can't 
be a true Minifter, I (hall - now :^eak of 
Inspiration itfelf, which is fo be the Sub- 
jeft ntxtin courfe to bte treated df, cdncluding 
this Chapter with Part of that excellent Prayer 
of Davids (fo apt to this piir^fe) in 'the 
5 1 ft Pjalnty from the 9th to the^ 14th Verfe. 
Hide thy Face Jrom my Sinl-, ' and Mot' out all 
mine Iniquities. Create in me a ckan Hearty 
O God', and renew a right Spirit viithin 
• * me. 
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me. Cafi me not^ anvd;^ from thy Prefencei 
4nd iakemt thy Holy Spirit from me. Rejiore 
urito ine ihe Joy of thy Salvation : and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit, ^en will I teach 
(but iioi 'till then) ^ranfgreffon thy Way s^ 
and Sinners Jhall be converted unto thee. A 
jftiort bdt foil Dcfcriptibn of the right Qaali^ 
fication of a Goipel Miniflen 
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^e Necefity of Divine lofpiratioo to the hetng^ 
of a Gofpel Minifter^ and to vonduSl him 
in bis Miniftry. 

HA V IN G feid fo much of the netd^^ 
ful ^altficationsy in order to be in- 
fyired by the holy Spirit, and enabled there- 
by to minifter Good to others, it is neceflary 
alfo to fey iomething of Inspiration itfelf, 
which b by many too much exploded, and 
flighted as a Thing at an End, and long 
Ijnce ceafed : They iiippofe all Things neeli- 
fol for Inftradioii to Piety and Virtue, al- 
ready repealed in that excellent Book, called 
the Bible, which I prefer to all Books ex- 
tant, and fequeft the diligent Reading 
thereof with due Attention and Regard, 
to what the Apoftle lays of them, viz. That *,^|"-^"** 
all Scripture given by In/piration of God^ is 
profitable for Dt^rine^for Reproof forCor-^ 
reSlion^for Inflru^ion in RighteouJhe[s\ and 
able t b make wife to Salvation through Faith 

B 4 in 
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h Jefiis Cbrifi Now it is, this Faith in, 
Chrift which makes the Scriptures really 
and truly profitable; but a Man, with- 
out this Faith, may read the Scripture until 
he has them by Rote^ and can repeat 
by Heart a great Part of what he . has (b of- * 
ten read j apd for all this receive no Profit 
from them; for as hply Men writ tl^em by 
Infpiration of the Spirit, fo by it we muft 
come to aright Uaderftanding of thrao, other*^ 
wife they will be as^a Book iealed, and the 
' bare Reading x>{ the Letter witi be no other 
than a bare Report, ol Things at a diftance;, 
for when we read the Words of Md/eSythsA 
he Ipoke in the Ears of .^^^/, importing 
that Tbou neeiji not fay in thy Hearty ^bo 
/hall attend into Heaven^- or go beyond the^Sea; 
viz. to fetch the Word of Qotnmmd^ &c. 
I fay, he would not have them look at a 
Diftance for it, bccaufe {siddshc) It^is^nigb 
in thy Heart and Mouth. Now the Apoftle, 
Rom x.tf, expounding the Words of Mofes^ faith, But 
^* ^* the ]k\ghteoufnefi wbicbisofFaitb^ Jpeaketh on 
this wife: Say not in thine Hearty whojhall 
afcend into; Heaven ^ 7hat is^ to bring Chrijl 
down from above. Or^ who fhall defcend into 
the Deep ? T!hat is^ to bring up Chrijl again 
from the Dead. But what faith it ? The 
Word is nigh thee^ even • in thy Mouthy and in 
^thy Heart i that ii the Word of Faith which 
we preach. Now this Word that is in the 
Heart ^ and Mouth of infpired Miniflers, is 
that by which they muft be aftcd, if they 
, do Right in the Wof k of the MinUlry ; and 

indeed^ 
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ipdeed, without this Word in the Heart 
opens the Underftanding, there can be no 
right Preaching. It is true, Men may by 
^tudy, and frequent Reading, acquire to 
themfelves a'^Form of Words, and frame a 
fet and fiudied Speech in a regular Way, 
]|nethodicaUy dividing, and fiib-<iividing their 
Matter,, raifing Ufes and Applications from 
the prefent Subjedl before them ; and all this 
may be done by the Man^ the Creature y and 
natural Part^ having nothing of Inipiration 
or Power of the Spirit in it. And pray> 
what will this Miniflgr do for the Hearers ? 
It comes from the Head, and the Contrivance 
of the Man's Part, therefore it can reach 
no further ; for no Stream can arife higher 
than its Fountain: And that Miniftry 
which is of Man, tho' it naay be very pleat- 
ing to the Creature, and acceptable to the 
itching Ears,^ who with the Greeks of old, feek 
after Wifdon^, but not that which is from 
above, is not profitable to the Hearers ; for 
the Jj^s fought after a Sign, and the 
Greeks after Wifdom, but neglcdled the 
' Preaching. of Chrifl crucified, and rifen from 
the ^ Dead, as * fooli(h Dodtrine, and not 
worth their Regard; but unto as many as 
believed in the Word preached by the In-- 
fpiratioii of the Spirit, they found it to he ' 
(both Jews and Greeks) ^ the mighty Power 
of God to Salvation. Now what made this 
fpiritual Miniilry fo< profitable to them that 
received this Dodrine, is the very fame that 
makes the Scriptures profixdble te thofe who 

* • ^ rightly 
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iightty read them, Hafhefy^ F^tli In ^htJfl, 
Wh6 is the living Word ibd hi^hi oFMen i^ 
ifhkh Word is preadied by erfery true Mi^ 
' liiftfer, infpired tfeettunte by thb Spirit c^ 
Truth. 

% 

NoWl fay, this Iniphfttioh daghtt6t)e 
fightly undetftood arid bdievcd «i : Froni 
ftiy own Experience, I underftatitl it td b6 
an Inbreathing of the iffwfcir ^0^^ into oiir 
i^hdsy giving a trafc Underftafnding of di^ihS 
Things, thattfrc ihay tnalcc Ch6icc bf, isincl 
walk in the Paths tof Wifdbm, Whifch is tU 
jufl Maris P^h: 1%, iYit Ifd^etAbing oi 
this Word, which is Tnith, LSFe, irid thd 
Light of Mefi ; that Spirit i*Js5ch ftarvh^l 
.^ all tintigs, yea, /Ar d!!?^ TJ>ii^s of jGoS^ which 
by Jefiis Chrift is ma'dc mariiftll ;uhto aW 
Men : ' I fay, this infpiratitm odght to be 
waited for in all our rdignSris AfletiiblieA 
cfpeciilly, arid believed in, as behlg the 
Foundation and Spring of all right Miriiftry, 
Devotion, and Worftiip of the true God i 
Yea, I always find this, froni my own Erpe- 
rience, to be moft edifying, thus to wait for 
thiis divine Infpiration in all our religious 
Afieriablies; and when I find riiy Under- 
ftanding infpircd, and influencea by this 
» Fet, IT. blcflcd Gift to minifter to others, I give up 
'*• thereto, fpeaking to the Aflfembly according 
to the prefent Ability I receive thereby; 
and I know this to be the true Begirining oF 
a right Gofoel Miriiftfy, which ifttoll f|*ak 
to more at large in its proper Place. 

^ ' Now 
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Now, I oftderftatnd by the htbreatkh^ of 
the Sfmit of €hf jft ii^ oar Minds, m\xs 
inucB) namily^ as th6 Appftle aficits» XF& 
i;?ra^ ("%$ ht). that the Son af Godiscamci 
^nd for Proof adds, far be has given us an 
UnderfianSng : Now this was to themfelves 
undeniable :'Batwkat means he by faying; He 
iAiiginjtnusanUndirftandingt (ft can mean 
no oilier than ^ Spiritmfl tme^ for tfaej 
donb^fa liadUnderitiuidtn]^ as natural Mett 
before^ biit by that njttuial Underftandihg 
tiiey could hot* perceive the Uniigs 6f th^ 
Spirit of God| nor comprthend tbs Light 
winch ihinkd iii Darknc& ; which isilill tbe 
iam^ even until now. But the true Know- 
ledge of the Coming of the Son of God in 
Soirit and.Power, is by. In^ration front 
Heaven ) or the Revelation of the Father by 
the Son ; and this is tlie Foundation of the 
true Cbucch and Midiftry^ againft which 
no Oppofition can ever prevail. Now by 
this Underilandingy thejr knew him that is 
true, and. were in him; andfo mufl all true 
Believers xstperimce tlielame, if true Mem- 
bers of Chtift's Church, add Miniilers of hk 
Word. I iky, this iph^itual Undcrftanding, 
which they received hf Revelation, was an 
undeniable Evidence to them, and fb it is to 
us. Biit how ihall I prove this to a Demon* 
ftration, to fiich as are in a natural and ua*- 
enlightened State, that I have this Kdveiui^ 
w, and am thus injpired? 
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f Cor. ii. 
14. 



Luke li. 
*3. 



John xiv. 
46. 



: Ahfiv. It is not poUible to do it, until 
they who are in Unbelief, come to jbelieve m 
the iame Power^ and receive Inipiration by 
the fame Sjpirit, to give them a right: Knowr 
ledge of the Things of Goi; for tht:na^ 
tural Man receivetb them not, becaufe they 
are Fmlijhnefi unto him \ neither can he in 
this State know them. This. makes it highly 
necefTary fpr all that profe& Faith in Chrii^ 
to apply.themfelves to God, for tlie Gift of 
his holy Spirit : For, fays our bkfled Lord^ 
Which of you ha^mg aSon^ if be 'ask Breads 
wilL give him a Stone. * And thus applies it, 
Jf ye ihen being evil knom. b&w to give good 
Gijtsunto youK Children^ boiv much mortfhaU 
your heavenly Father ghje. this. holy Spirit fy 
them that ask him ?, jisk and itJhalL.he given 
you. 'What greater Encouragcnacnt can. be 
given to us than this ?• It is therefore greatly 
to be defired ^nd hoped, that all People, 
' cipecially liich as profefs Faith in ChriA, 
would in Humility and godly Sincerity ask 
of Gbd a Portion' of this Spirit, whereby 
we may knowthc Things, of God; for it is 
this Spirit, whrch .is the Comfirter. thzt our 
blcffed Lord promifed to pray thtf Father to 
/end in his Name;, wliich when we rece;ve, 
.will lead us into all Truth, . This is that 
Spirit that will reprove the World of Sin, 
^becaufe they believe not in the only begotten 
Sqo of God. This is that Spirit which gives 
Life, and will make thee a living Mejnbqr 
of the true Church j and if thou art devoted 
jii thy Mind to follow it, thou wilt become 
fruitful in Religion, and thy Faith will be 

botb 
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both living and poweriiil ih thee, to give 
Viftory over the World, that natural Part in 
thee that wou'd not fubmitto the Tcftimony 
of Jeius^ nor believe in the only begotten 
Stpn of God* 

• • • • - • _ 

1 fay then, Infpiration or Revelation from 
God'by his Spirit, is of abfolate Ncceflity to 
guide a Minifler in his Miniftry ; and a 
Minifter fo conducted by a Gofpel Power 
and Light, infpiring' his Mind with the 
HoWj and the ffhat he (hall fay, will 
j^eak with the Spirit, and Underftanding 
alfo ; that is, he will underftand by his own 
Experience the Wqrk of the Spirit, arid 
Word of Faith in his own Mind, arid that 
what he fays is true; And altho' he hath 
this Experience, as above, yet it is not meet 
for any one, in his own Time and Will, to 
fpeak thereof in an Aflembly ; but we are to 
wait for both Authority and Power, . that in 
the Lord's Time yr^ may fpcak (of what 
our Eyes have feen, our Hands handled, arid 
what we have felt of the good Word of Life, 
and Powers of the World, tp come) to the 
People, with the fame View as they, the Pri-* 
mitives did, i.e. to bring their Hearers into a 
right Fellowfhip with the Father, and his 
Son our dear Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift > 
and fo (hall they be one with all that truly 
believe in him» ' 

But then fome may objeflt, ^at ive may 
be deceived^ by fuppojing . ourf elves in/piredi 

wken 
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^ben we are not\ and that we have a ^evehi 
tiny lobenit is mtbing but an Jmaginatim and 
Dekfim. In fucb a Sate a Man may ke de^ 
ceived himfelfy and all ^who. think of kim as 
be does oj bimjelf, will in Hie mannet be de^ 
ceived J and btyw Jhall this ie avoided? 

* 

Anfi»^ It IS granted, fome. have been deceif ^ 
ed themielveSy and havealfo deceived otHers> 
but the Caqfe of this' Deception is in them- 
feiveSy for want of an humble waiting to 
know what they are about; for a tnielnfpi- 
ration from God is as plainly to be diftin^ 
guHh'd from the pretended falfe one, as 
Light {s frdmDarknels; for divine Inipira« 
tion quiets' the Mind under all Oppofition 
and Contradidion, and gives Power over the 
World, and the Lufts of the Flefli, aiid 
worketh the Redemption of fuchas are endued 
therewidi, and are fut^cA to it 3 thefe are very 
humble and low of Heart, and the more 
their Minds are enlightened by divine In* 
i^iration, the more they fee a Neceflity to 
watch over themfelves, fb that the Innocency, 
Meeknefs, and Humility fiiiting a tme and 
right Mipifter, will appear in all their Con-» 
dud; fuch. are flow to fpeak, apd ready to 
hear and receive Inftradtion, and are known 
by them that are fpirituai to be fuch/ 

}But they who conceive themfelves to be 
infpircd when they are not, fuppofing they 
have a Revelation when it is nothing but an 
lou^ination of their own Brain^ are exalted 

in 
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ifK^^T Mind^) bdng very heady and flubborni 
fl^gfe^bg In(lm<^on ; inore apt to teach than 
\g9fP^ 0eing fwifttp fpeak, but flow to hear^ 
judging every Body that will not receive 
l;hffn ii$ truis Miniuers, by foretelling the 
Ruin and Downfal of all their Oppo&rs> 
working themfelves up to a ftrange degree of ^ 
lo^gination, endeavouring' to driye all be- 
fore them ; and iiich a3 will neither hear 
tior heed what they fay^ they will -be aptto 
call for Vengeance from Heaven upon ibch 
VV'ho offer to oppofe them^ This, and 
much more that might be mentioned, is the 
Condu<!3: of thefe deceived and deluded Souls^ 

Now thia Error, by the Party thus de- 
luded, might be eafily dlfcerned by them- 
^Ives, if 3iey wou'^d but give themfelves 
iTtme to think and confider aright in cooU 
ticfs^ and defire that the Lord wpu*d fhew 
them the right Way. Here is therefore great , 
need to he cautious, and try the Spirit ; viz^ 
I mean not to receive any Thing for Infpi* 
ration or. Re velation, without being firfl well 
latisfied in^ thyfelf that it i$ fuch ; ai)d thit 
cautious j^car will not he any Way difpkaf- 
ing to Cod, but thou wilt find thy Doubti 
will be removed, and (hou wik be confirm- 
ed, that what thou hait. is of God, and will 
ftand. Now this agrees with the Praftice of 
Mojes and Gideon^ and with what the Apoftle 
ad^ifed, Believe not every Spirit, hut try the \]''^l!^' 
Spirits^ whether they are of God: Becaufe 
mmy falfe Prophets are gone out into the 

World. 
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^orld. "they are of the World : ^herejfbfi 
Jpeak tbey of the Worlds and the World bear^ 
etb them. We are rf God: He that kmwetb 
Gody beareth us : He that is not of Godbear^ 
etb not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Trutb^ 
and the Spirit of Error. 

But fuppofing I or any others may be in^ 
fpiredy as is aforefaid, from a right Spirit! 
How /ball Proof he. made thereof to another^ 
tbat.be may redeive our Word that we have by 
Revelation^ not as our Word onfyj bat as given 
us of God? 

AnfvD. In this thou wilt find no hard Tafk 
with thy Brcthrcfa, if thou wilt but do thy 
Endeavour to live according to that Dodlrine 
given thee to preach to others, in the firfl 
Place : And ne!xt mind, that thou, without 
being infpired, undertake not this Wodc of 
Preaching, neither in thy own Time nor 
Will, nor by thy own Contrivance, Colled- 
ing andCafling what thoii ihalt lay; for by fb 
doing thou wilt be at a lofs and confounded 
in thyfelf, iand give great occafion of Offence 
to them that hear thee ; not only to th^m 
thslt are unacquainted with the Gift, and 
Unbelievers therein (for they will fee that 
thou art wrong) but thy own Brethren will 
be greatly loaded and uneafy with thy io 
App^ting ; foi- they will foon find that thou 
art out of thy Place in thy Speaking 5 it 
pot being from Infpiration, but Imagination 
of thy own Brain 5 for T!be Ear trieth Words 

as 



tii the Mouth tafletb Meat ; dnd them that 
are fpiritaal will lee where thc^u art^ better 
than thoU thyfelf. 

But then I fay, it will be a hard Tafk to 
make Proof of thy Miniftry, tho' thou fpeakcft 
as the Oracle of God, and miniftreft of that 
Ability which God giveth, to fuch as arc in 
Unbelief, and in a State of Nature. For the i Cor u. 
natural Man (fays Paul^ reeeivetb not the '^" 
^ings of the Spirit of God; for they dre Fooir 
lifhnefs unto him, neither can he know them^ 
becaufe they are /piritually difcerned. 1 fay, ■ 
therefore it will be impoflible that fuch Un^ 
believers, or thofe in a State of Nature 
(whilfl they are In that State ahd Unbelief ) 
fliou'd receive thy Worci, not as thy Word 
Only, but as given to thee of God; becaufe 
they believe no fuch Thing concerning art/ 
Man : If therefore thdti feemefl to them as 
d Babbler, bie nbt thereat difcouraged^i be- 
caufe Foul was fo accounted bifore thee* ^ 
Yet however, tho^ Ibme may fo 190k upon 
thee, others may perhaps be reached by thy 
Word; and as thou doft tninifter from 1 
right Spirit, and keepeft in thy Gift, thou 
niayft be inftrumental to beget Faith in them 
that believe not, and greatly to edifie and 
confirm them that believe, fo that they'll 
fopn conclude thdU art a right Minifter, not 
of the Letter, biit of the Spirit, and thy 
Brethren v^hb are fpirltud will give thee En- 
couragement to go on, hiving' Fellowfhip 
with thee in thy Gift as a right iMiniftef, 

C approved 
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approved by them, as appointed of God 
for that Work unto which thou art Called : 
For nx> Man ought to take this Honour unto 
himfelf, by any human or external Call, un- 
til firft he is called of God, as was Aar$n, , 

I now (hall come to fpeak of the Gift 
itfclf. 



^ CHAR IIL 

Advice to Ministers in a State g^ Infancy-. 

AS to the Gift of the Miniftry, the 
better to fet it in a true Light, thefc 
three Things arc firft to be con- 
iidered. 

I cor.xii. ' I ft. T%ere are Diverfities cf GiftSy but the 
'''^^' fame Spirit. 

2d. ^ere areDifferences of Adminifirationt^ 
, hut the fame Lord. 

3d. ^^re are Diverfities of Operations,, 
but it is the fame God that worke(h all in alL 

Firft, There are Diverfities of Gift Sy but the 

fame Spirit: i. c- Every Gift of God is from 

the one and the fame Spirit of Truth that ift 

come by Jefus Chrift ; for which Reafon, 

tho' we may feem to differ in our Gifts one 

fronx 
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from another^ yet the jDefign and End is 
the feme, and the lame Spirit as in oi?e, fo 
in all, aflifting to that End, which is, to tura 
People from Darknefs to Light, from the 
Power, of Satan to God, that they may be 
edified in the true(Gofpel^ Receiving a Re- 
miflioii of their Sins, and an Affurance of 
an Inheritance amongft them that are fandi- 
fied through Faith in the only begotten Son 
of God. 

Now there muft befome Time to gain Ex- 
perience' and Underilanding, before any one 
can come to a Settlement, and true and per- 
fcdl Knowledge of his own Gift 5 and for 
iXrant of a right Settlement and true Know- 
ledge of this Gift, and keeping to it, and in 
it, is the. Caufe of many of the Miftakes 
that are committed in the Exercife of it. 

Then we ought to confider the Mini (try 
in thefe three States, ift. Infancy. 2d. A 
Toung Mans State. And lail, The Fathers 
State. ^ 

Fir ft then, A State of Infancy ought to be 
look'd upon with great Allowance of Cha- 
rity, and if any Thing appears manly in fuch 
a State, that ought not to be made the Stan- 
dard of others to walk by,\ but we muft at- 
tribute it rathtr to the Giver, than the In- 
ftrument, thatgiveth to every ondas he will, 
to fome a greater, and to. others afmaller Por- 
tion of his Spirit, but to every one, both Prcach- 

C 2 ers 
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crs and Hearers, fuch a Manifeftatioh there- 
of, as by faithful Obedience thereto they 
may profit by it ; but the Gift of the Mi- 
niftry is oar prefent Subjedl. 

Then a« to the State oi Infancy in the Mi- 

niftry, let it beconfidered, th*t theMiniftry 

is a Birth ; arid when any one at firil comes 

under the Exercife hereof, he will find a great 

Perturbation in himfelf ; the Giufe of which 

he may be as great a Stranger to, as Samuel 

was to the Voice of God in the Temple, 

who being called the third Time, was at 

kngth informed by Eli how to anfwer : So 

have fome, both young Men, and Women, 

done of later Date, (that is) applied them- 

felves to fuch as they nave apprehended had 

more Experience of the Work of the Lord 

than thcmfclves, and after all have found it 

very hard to give up to the heavenly Vifion; 

and when they have given up, it has been in 

fo much Weaknefs and Fear, yea> fomctimes 

Confufion, that they have hardly known 

themfelves what they have faid : And if in 

fuch a State any one fhou'd over-run, mifs 

in* Expreflion, or appear in a Behaviour not 

fo agreeable to the Minds of their Brethren, 

let fuch Brethren exercife Charity'; and fee to 

thy own Gift thou that art a Hearer, and tr\ 

by virtue thereof, whether thou find'ft not 

fomething of God in this Infant Minifter to 

anfwer his Gift in thy own Mind ; and if on 

fuch a Search thou find^ft not that Satisfadtion 

thou could'fl defirc, yet as it is not proper to 

lay 
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lay fudden Hands on any one to fet thcni 
up, fo neither be thou rafli to pull them 
down, but give Time for Proof, and con- 
fider the Patience of the Hufband-man, how 
he waits for a Crop after the Seed is fown. 
Having faid fo much to the Hearer, kt me 
now advife this Infant Minifter. 

I know thou wilt find very hard Work in 
thyfelf ; thy Heart will be often very heavy 
and forrowful, and in great Fear and Weak- 
nefs thou wilt appear as a Minifter, and it 
may be much againfl: thy Will to appear as 
fuch; yea, thou may ft perhaps dearly re- 
pent that ever thou gaveft up to this Service, 
and more elpecially, if thou anfwereft not 
thy Expfedlation, which I may venture 
to fay^ none at all Times do; but as thou 
keepeft humble and low, being honeftly 
given up to be, and do juft what the Lord 
by his Spirit wou'd have thee, Refignation 
to the Will of God being abfolutely necef. 
lary for a Minifter to come to j and as thou 
get'fthere, patiently waiting the Lord's Time, 
then thou wilt find a greater degree of Ex- 
cellency by the Spirit to enlarge thy Urider- 
ftahding in divine Openings ; which when 
this grows upon thee, beware of Pride, and 
Self-conceit, for that has ruined many : But 
give the Honour hereof where due ; and the. 
mofe thou art enlarged, labour to be the 
more humble, and in fo doing thou wilt 
find Safety. C 3 

But 
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But under thefe various Trials in thyfclf, 
I advife to an inward Waiting upon thy 
Gift, to feel the moving thereof in thy own 
Mind, which will by ^ gentle Illumination 
clear thy Underftanding and Judgment, 
whereby thou wilf clearly fee thy Place and 
Service in the Church : and if thou find'ft it 
thy Place to minifter to others^ be willing 
to do thy M^fter's. Will, and ftand up in 
the Meeknefs of tbe Spirit which moveth 
on thy Mind, and fpeak the Word thereof 
according to the prefent Opening that is be- 
fore thee, regarding ftriftly on the^ one 
Hand, by fpeaking too faftand too loud, 
thou don't over-run thy natural Strength, 
Gift, and Opening, which if thou happens 
to fall into, it will bring thee into Confufion, 
and thou wilt not know when to concltide> 
and fo piayft ftiut up thy own way in th© 
Minds of thy Brethren, and bring thyfelf 
under a juft Cenfure; therefore whentever it 
happens fo wi;h thee, ^/ ^w;/ ; for by en- 
deavouring to mend it, thou mayft make it 
the worfe:: So on the other Hand, be not 
too low, nor too flow in thy Speech, (o, as 
to lofe the Matter that Way; but carefully 
keep to thy Opening, avpiding both the Ex- 
trcams t. Stand up in ^ caliij and quiet Frame 
of Mind, as free as poflible from eitheir a 
Fear or Care how thou fhqjt come off; but 
follow thy'Guidq'in all Circumfpedlipn and 
Humility, beginning, go;ng on, apd con- 
cluding in 'thy Gift: Thus wilt thou ex« 
»perience, what the wife Man iaid^ tobe true, 
. A 
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A Man's Gift makefb Room Jor himt and^^H;'^'^^' 
bringetb him before great Men. 

Now the State I have confidered this In- 
fant Minifter^n, is fuch as requires Help by 
tender Advice from faithful Friends of Ex- 
perience^ fo that I may compare him to a 
jBabe that virants both the Brcaft and nurfing, 
which fhou'd be tendenbf and with great Care 
adminiftred. To that ir he be correifted, let 
it be in Ltw^ J if ^encouraged, let it be with 
Prudence^ both may hurt him, if not well 
timed, and given difcreetly. 

But now we will fuppofe him a little 
grown, and to know himfelf better than a 
Babe can, in which Condition he will meet 
witli Exercifes according to his Growth and 
Expierience, againft which it's needful to be 
prepared and watchful. 

Then fir fi^ After thoubegin'ft to know, 
and fee a little where *thou art, and what 
thou art about, there will be an obferving 
Eye in thee, to look at the Exercifes and 
Miniftry of others, and an Aptnefs in thee 
to compare thyfelf with others, which may 
have fome ill EfFcds upon thee, if not pru- 
dently guarded againft. For if thou ap- 
prehend'ft on fuch a View, that.thy Gift ex- 
cels and is preferable to fome others, this 
may lift thee up and prove hurtful j fo on 
the other Hand, if thy Brother's Gift in thy 
Thoughts is more defirable and acceptable, 

C 4 ^ this ^ 
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this may caft thee down, ai^d beget tqa ' 
mean an Opinion la thee of thy ow^ Gift. 

Secondly^ If thou lookeft out at the Excel- 
lency.and Beauty of another's Gift to be 
more than what is in thy own, aDefire may 
arife in thee to render thyfelf like him, and 
lb endeavour to mimick and imitate their 
Delivery, Accent and Manner; and thus leav- 
ing thy own Gift, and devoting thyfelf tofol- 
low, or be guided by others, thou wilt foon 
be under a Cloud, and lay a ftumbling Block 
in thy own Way, and fhut up the Hearts of 
thy, Brethren towards thee. To prevent 
which thou muft confider, that as there are 
1 ft. Diverfities of Gifts^ but the fame Spirit^ 
therefore mind thy own Gift arid not ano- 
thers, and regard the Spirit that moves thee 
i|j it ; that being the fame that is in thy Bro- 
ther or Sifter ; and if thou kcep'ft thy Place 
therein, thou wilt likewife fee, that tho' thy 
Gift is different from theirs, it is the fame 
Spirit. So 2dly. The . Adminiftration (ox 
Delivery thereof^ differeth, but it is the 
fame Lord that maketh thee to differ - from 
them, and them to differ from theej 
therefore let not the feeming Excellency 
that appears in another's Gift above thy 
own, tempt thee to an Imitation of cither 
Delivery, Manner, or Accent, left thou 
infenfibly fall into that Theft, againft which 
the Lord by his Prophet con^plains, 
jcr xiiii. lam againji the Prophets (faith the Lord) 
'tb(it deal my Words^ every one Jrom his 

Neighbour^ 
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ffeighbour. Befides, the Way thou hereby 
takeft to get Credit, and a Place in the 
(^h4rch, will be the fhortcft Way to lofc 
it, and at befl thou wilt be taken for one 
(hat apes andmimicks what thou canft never 
attain to: and the more thou flrivefl this 
Way, the worfe it will be; therefore I ad- 
vife thee, keep to thy own Gift, Manner of 
Delivery, and the Matter that is opened in 
thy Mind by the Spirit, 

To make this Point yet more plain, it is. 
needful thou firft learn to know there is Z>/- 
verjities of Gifts^ and tho' thine may differ 
fromanpthers Gift, yet mind to keep to it, and 
by this thou wilt know, that thou art in thy\ 
Gift ; if after thou haft been exercifed there^ 
in, thqu feeleft inward Satisfaction and Com- 
fort to flow in thy Mipd ; but if thou find'ft 
Trouble and Heavinefs, confider whether 
thou haft not been out of thy Place, either 
ih the Manner of delivering thyfelf, which 
relates to the Adminiftration, which may 
juftly diflfer, and yet have a Beauty in it, 
tho' thou mayft not fee it thyfelf; or it 
may relate to the Matter delivered, and tho* 
that may differ from that of anpther, whofc 
Dodtrine thou mayft think more acceptable 
and in more apt Terms, which may tempt 
thee to imitate him ; this will bring an Un« 
eafinefs and a Cloud, over thy Mind ; there- 
fore keep to thy own Way, both in thy 
Opening and delivering thereof, guarding 
againft all affedted Tones of iinging or figh- 
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ing, and drawing out thy Words and Sen- 
tcncek beyond their due Length, and by 
fpeaking^ too much in a Breath, and fo add- 
ing an 4h ! to the End of them, and draw- 
ing tJty Breath with luch a Force and 
Groan, as will drown thy Matter, and ren- 
der thee unacceptable to thy Hearers ; like- 
wife guard againft lupcrfluous Words, im- 
pertinently brought in, fuch as, / may fay ; 
As it were ; All and every oney Dear Ftiends -^ 
and friendly People^ . with fundry others of 
the like. Kind, which add nodiing to thy 
Matter, fpoiling its Coherence and Beauty 
of Exprcflion 5 likewife avoid all fndecent 
Gefturcs of thy Body, as throwing thy Arms 
abroady and lifting up thy Eyes ; fuch Ges- 
tures not fiiiting the Dignity of the Minif- 
try ; neither lift up thy Voice beyond thy 
natural Strength, nor ftrain thyfelf beyond 
due Bounds, vainly fuppofing, that when 
thou mikeft moft Noife with an Accent 
and Tone, that pleafeth thy own Imagina- 
tion, that the Power is moft with tnee ; 
when indeed it is nothing but the Heat of 
thy own Spirit, and Sparks of thy own kind- 
ling, which whoever arc overtaken by, and 
give Way to, muft expeft no lefs than to lie 
down in Sorrovv. 

I therefore advife thee to wait for the l^e- 
fccnding of the Gift of the Spirit, which Will 
bring an Exercife over thy Mind, "in which 
thou -may ft be opened v^th fome Matter 
fuiting the pcefent Occafiorrj and 'when thou 
find'ft it is thy Place to fpcak, ftand up 5 for 

it 
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it is not to be fuppofed that all thou mayft 
have to iay on this or that Subjedt, can come 
before, thee e'er thqu begins to fpeak : And 
if thqu (houldTft fuppo^ it, and fo wait, 
endeavouring to prepare thyfclf like a School 
jBoy, thou wilt be greatly difappointed, not 
fpeaking what thou intended, but fomething 
clfe that thou intended not, which may b« 
thy Trouble and Grief; therefore, when 
thou find^ft a Subjedl brought before thee, 
be not defirous ot any Thing more than the 
Virtue of the Spirit of Wifdom to dired: 
thy Mind in rightly dividing the Word; 
carefully obferving as aforefaid, to ftand up 
with a calm and undifturbed Mind ; for if 
thou art under a Fear in thyfelf, of either 
the A^embly^. or any one in it, it will much 
h^rt thy Service, thy Undcrftanding will 
not be clear ; therefore itis better thou (hould'fl: 
wait until thou getteft over that fearful Tem- 
per, and thy Gift will help thee over this 
Weaknefs in due Tiioe, as thou in Sincerity 
}ceep*fl: to it; neither fuffer thyfelf to think 
of dqipg fomething extraordinary to be ad- 
pfiired, nor have a Deiire to appear, when it is 
thy pla(:e to he Silent y but remember at firft 
i$ was a Crofs to fpeak, let it> not be fo to 
be iilenty but in a true Refignation 'be con- 
tented to be juft what the Gift aiTiils and 
helps thee to be at that Time. 

Then I fay, being thijs prepared as afore- 
said, mind: the Time 6i thy Offering, that 
thou Oiayft not hinder the Service ©f ano- 
' . thcr, 
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thcr, nor hurt thy own, by cither (landing 
up too foon or {landing too long -, all which 
will be prevented, as thou kcep*ft in a qiiict, 
cool Frame, retaining thy Underftanding, 
that thou mayfl fpeak with the Spirit and 
Underftanding alfo : Thus, all will be com-^ 
forted and edified together, and thou wilt 
find it moft fafe to begin, anci go on in thy 
Miniftry, juft as thy Strength in the Gift is 
upon thee 3 fo will thy Matter and Voice be 
filled with divine Virtue and Power, and thy 
Hearers will be confirmed, that thou do0: 
fpeak by Authority from above; herein will 
thy Joy be very great. 

. But this Rejignation fpokcn of, is fuch 
that we (hou'd be always under, ft ill fub- 
mitting to the Gift; fo that if we findjomc 
divine Openings in our Minds, which may be 
intended by the Giver for our own Inftru<ftion, 
when we find it fo, beware of giving that 
tq others which is defigned for ourlelves, but 
let us intreat the Divine Being, to aftift us 
by his Grace, to nuke a right Application 
of fuch Openings, and this will ftill add to 
our Qualification and Improvement in the 
Work ; bait if for want of this Care to know 
thy Place, thou fliould*ft attempt to Preach, 
when it is thy Place to be filent, from the 
Opening aforciaid, thou wilt by fo doing 
give that away to others which thou ought 
to feed upon thyfelf, and fo become a for- 
mal and unprofitable Minifter : The true 
Knowledge of the Time when tp Ipcak, 

and 
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s(nd when to be filent ((b needful to the very 
being of a Minifter) will be loft, and thy 
Labour will be in the Dark, arid Weaknefs 
will furround thee on every Side. ' Then 
when thou findeft it thy Place to fpeak, be- 
gin as if thou were going to relate any Mat- 
ter of Fadt to a fingle Perfon, taking Care 
at leaft however, not to appear in a more 
unbecoming manner in an Aflembly, than 
thou doft in thy common A0airs ; but ibme 
have in their Miniftry delivered themfelves 
uiott aukwardly and unbecomingly than at 
other Times : Not that I wou'd be fup- 
pofed to conclude any (hou'd, in the fame 
Manner and Accent, deliver his Miniftry as 
his common* Difcourfe, but then the Dii- 
fereftce fhou'd be, that he ftiou'd deliver 
his Miniftry with a better Grace, in per- 
tinent Matter to the Subjeft before him, than 
he does his Difcourfe in common, according | 

to the Degree of Afliftance received by the ' 

Spirit at that Time ; and this will be a Con- 
firmation to them that hear, that fuch fpeak 
as having Authority: But a Deportment 
. different from this, and appearing in Terms 
not agreeable to found Dodlrine, give Rea- 
fon juftly to fufpedt the contrary ; and fuch 
bring Contempt upoh themfelves, being 
look'd on no other than Pretenders to what 
rhey have no right to meddle with ; befides, 
to father fuch Conduct upon Infpiratiop, 
ftill adds to and heightens the Offence ; and 
therefore to avoid thefe Faults, begin with. 
Temper, in coolnefs of Mind, and go on as 

thou — 
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thoa fecft thy Way open, and findeft thy Uri* 
derilanding enlarged; thus wilt thou have per- 
tinent Words to cxprefs, and Scriptures which 
will fqit thy Matter, and confirm it, will 
be brought in Memory that may not have 
been thought of, nor read by thee long be^ 
fore ; here thou wilt fee a Reafon for what 
thoufayeft; thy Underftanding being clear 
and bright, thou wilt be able to render a 
Reafon for what thou haft preach'd for 
Dodtrine : And if thou (hould'ft not in thy 
Words exadlly fuit with the Senfe of fome 
that^ are thy Elders, yet this friendly, cool 
Temper of Mind, will render thee open to 
receive from fbme kind Aquilla or Prifcilla 
Inftrudlion in the Way of the Lord more 
.perfe<aiy, all which will end to thy Advan- 
tage and Improvement : Befides, this calm 
and eafy going on in thy Delivery, will give 
thee an Advantage to raife thy Voice, as thou 
find'ft inward Strength and Virtue from the 
Spirit to increafe ; and as that grows upon 
thee, thou wilt find thy Voice to alter and fill 
with Virtue, and thy Delivery beautified 
with an acceptable Mein and Deportment t 
Thus will thy Words be filled with Spirit 
and Life ; but if thou raifcft thy Voice high- 
er, and fpeakeft fafter than thou find'ft fpi- 
tual Strength to affift, thou wilt ovef-run 
thy Opening, and natural Strength alfo, and 
unavoidably fall into Confufion ; therefore, 
as thy Gift differs from thy Brother's, fo 
may th)^ Delivery, a;nd thy Opening alfo^ 
which I befecch thee to keep to ; then wilt 

thou 
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ihou acquit thyfelf as a M^n of God, a 
Wprkman that need not to be ajhamed^ 
rigfetly dividing the Word (f Truth. This 
brings m^ to fpeak more particularly to the 
Di£r(rrence of the Operation or Opening, br« 
ing the 3d*. and lail Head under the Apoflle's 
notice, who foys^ And there are Diverjities of^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
Operations^ but it is the fame God, which ^» * 
worieth all in alL 
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V 

Advi6es a^ to the Matter and Manner of 

Expression. (Sc^ 

THERE are Diverjities of Operati- 
ons^ but the lame God^ &c. This re- 
lates to the Openings which may likewifc 
differ in the JVIaaner of its^ being exprefled^ 
feeing there are fundry Ways of expref- 
iing the lame Thing. 

I ft. By Parables, or Compariibns fuit« 
ably adapted 

2d. By Allegories* 

] Firji, By Parables is the Beauty, Excel- 
lency, and Virtue of Truth often fet forth 
in lively and moving Terms, producing in 
the Hearers the Paflions of Sorrow, Anger^ 
or Joy, as the Matter fet forth affeds them, 

fo 
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ib that hereby they are drawn unaware td 
pafs a fevere Judgment upon their own Do- 
ings, as in the Cafe of David, when Na^ 
than had by a Parable (et forth, the Rich 
Man's Injuftice, in taking away the Poor 
Man's £we-]amb( which was his All, to 
entertain his Gueft with, and thereby (paring 
his own Flock r Now David hearing this 
fo movingly defcribed, was ftruck with an 
Abhorrence againil fo vile an AA, that he 
faid, As the Lord livetb, the Man that hatb 
done ^tbis TbingiJhaU furely die^ and re/lore 
tbe Lamb fourfold^ becauje be bad no Pity i 
And Natban made the Application, and faid 
to David, T'bou art tbe Man : And David 
foon was fenfible he had paft a juft Judg- 
ment upon himfelf Sundry Examples might 
be brought to fct this Way of Speaking 
in a traer Light ; but to avoid Prolixity, I 
confine myfelf to only three more ; the firft is! 
in IJaiab, where God fets forth the Houfe of 
J/rael under the Parable of a Vineyard, and 
the Men of Judab as his pkajknt Plants j 
having beftowed great Hulbandry on the 
Vineyard, he looked for Fruit agreeable 
thereto, butbeingdifappointed, he thuscom^' 
plains, Wben I looked for Grapes, (meaning 
thereby the Fruit? of Righteoufnefs, Judg-;- 
ment and Trath, agreeable to the Law of that 
juft God from whom they had received fq 
many and unparallerd Favours) tbey brougbi 
fortb v)ild Grapes*. mtzmng thereby, Op^ 
preffion. Cruelty, Difobedience and Injufiice^ ' 
fuch Fruits as the Gentiles (who had not 

been 
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teen favoured like the "JewSy but been with- 
out God in the World) brought forth agree- 
able to the Nature of their degenerate 
and corrupt Hearts. 

The SecQndV^t2k\t is oiirSaviour'Sj where- . 
in he fets forth the Injqftice of Ae "jews by 
the fame kind of Figure ; Tthere was a cer^ 
tain Houjhotder planted a Vineyard^ md lei 
it out to Hujbandmth^ and when the Time of 
Fruit came ^ he feni his Servant Sy whom they 
beat ; he fent again and again his Servants^ 
and they met with the farne Treatment -y but 
at laft he laid, / will Jend my Son^ perhaps 
they will Jhew Reverence unto him; but in- 
liead of that, lay they, This * is the Heir^ 
come let us kill him^ and the Inheritance will 
be ours. . Th\S fo prick'd the "Jews to- 
the. Heart, that they foon perceiv'd it re- 
lated to themi ^^d were fore offended with 
it. 

the "third and latt that t (hall obiervd 
here, is in huke viii. A Sower (fays our 
Saviour) went forth to foWy jome fell by the 
tVay-Jidey and it ipas * trodden down^ and the 
Powls of the Air devoured it. Some fell up- 
on a Rocky and it withered away^ becaufe it 
lacked Moifture : Andfime fell ainong Thorns ^ 
and the Thorns fprung up with it and choked 
^ it. ' Some fell on good Groundy and brought 
forth Jome an Hundred foldy fome Sixty y 
and fome Thirtyy as in Matt. xiii. 8. 

D Thefe, 



Thcfc, with fundry. others of tHe^ Hfie» 
Kindi interfperfed hete and there in^ the 
Text, (hew the Wonderful Excellency opxif^ 
Beauty which are given to and'opeiied m ar 
Minifter, by the divine Word, > in fpeaking 
by Parable^ Comparifons, or Alfegories^. 
thereby gaining great Attentioil; andit is very 
moving, and of goodSefvicd to tlicnr that hear, 
t)eing given and opened by the Spirit ^lone*: 
And for this Reafon tHou mayft be temptcci^ 
to imitate; which 'Wheh any one undertafees; 
who is not qualified; . nor opened by the ^irit 
therein, it makes confofed Work, and in- 
ftead of edifying the Hearers; grieves antf 
loads them with Trouble and Sorrow, ta 
hear folid and divine Tmths^ fo dartoett'df 
and perplexed, by multiplying Words with- 
out true Knowledge 3 thus religious* Pfeopte 
are grieved: But on the' other Hand; mii 
makes Diverfion and Sport for the loofirt' 
Sort, who are too apt to make a Mock at 
all Religion and Preaching; for which Rea- 
fon, it behoves evety one to confider how 
they are qualified fftr the Work of the Mi* 
niftry, left by undertaking what ife above 
their Capacities, and prefent Strength to gp 
through with, they ifhou'd caufe Laughter 
and Lightnefs, by delivering impertinent F^^ 
rabies, Comparifons and Allegories, not 
opened to them, nor givefl them by the Spi- 
rit of God) That spirit wbicb Jearcbeth alt 
"Things y yea the deep Thingi of God\ and 
is the Foundation of all the true Miniftry 
and Minifters. I fay, if thefe or any other 

Things 
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TWn^ be utideftaken tb be «prefled, with- 
out the Spirit guiding and^apeaiWg"th^' Un- 
derAanding, it will give too much Occafion 
for that F^rowrljrtb tte' rettevot:d; "l^at Com- 
parijons are odious. 

\ Sectmdfy^. B^- Allegories, as tht Apc^ftle 
hy% Gfed • iv; Piff it is written; that Abra- 
ham had two Sons J tbe one' by a Bond- maid, 
the other by a Free-^woman. But he who was 
cf tbe^ Bond-woman- war bom ^after the: Fkjh : 
But he of the Free-woman was by Pr'omife. 
Which lyings (fays he) are an Allegory-^ 
fiir theje are the two^ Covenants. For this 
Agar ismcHMt SirWi in^ Arabia, aitd^ afi/wer-- 
ethtb Jbrufitenr ^iVhith' ntm is, and is in 

- Bondagt with her Children: But Jemfalens 
which rrabo^e, i^ f^^^\ which is^ the Mother. 
of us all (meaning true Believers) rftolf*^r^ 
become the Sons of God by Faith in Jefus 
Cbriji' ; for ubiie ever* retelv*d hinSt byl^ith, 
but with him thfcy did receive Pbwef t6 be- 
come free-bom ChHdretf of the ne#' yeru-- 
fdkm. Another of tliis^ I^ittd" is va' Hebrews 
the viith.t6uching*the Prie/f-hcody znd'OJice 
of our Saviour as^ the Mgh Prie/l' of our 
Profeffioti and* Mfoiilry, from whom We are 

^ lb receive Pov<ner fbr that Work. 

Inhere are yet other Wkys of the Opfcta- 
. tiofl^ of' the Gift to be fpokc to^ whidi to 
be more intelligible in, I cdflcltide them un- 
der thc-fellowing* Heads, 

• D ^ ift. 
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I ft. By Narration of God's dealing with 
his People in paft Ages. 

2d. By recounting the Goodnefs of God 
to ourfelves. 

I 

3d. By declaring the great Encourage- 
ment we have to Virtue, from the Bleffings 
that others have met with. 

4th. By e^atiating on fome particular 
Text. 

■ 

5th. And laftly, by fetting forth the fun- 
dry Difpenfations of God to Mankind, by 
opening the Myftery of the Law that cam^e 
by Mojet^ as figurative of the Gpfpel, and 
how the Prophets did poii^t at the fam^ 
Thing. 

Firft then, By Narration of God's deal-- 
ing with bis Peopk in paji uiges. Such waa 
the Sermon of Stephen^ A5ts the viith, and 
of Faul^ ASls the xiiith, both which have 
the fime Tendency; for that of Stephen^ 
ABs the viith, the firft Part of what he faid,, 
was by enumerating God's Dealings with 
Abraham^ with IfaaCy and with Ifrael^ to 
gain the Attention and Notice of his Hear- 
ers; and the Hiftorical Part of what he 
iaid, may be compared to the Leaf Gold x 
which Phyficians inclofe their Pills in^ they 
being thereby better concealed from the Pal- 
let, that they might go down with the Pati- 
ent 
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cnt more glibly : For the Subftance of that 
Sermon was to let them fee, they were aded 
by the fame Spirit as were their Fore-fa- 
thers who ftoned the Prophets, and pi;it them 
to Death. For (fays he^ as your Fathers did^ 
jb do yey always rejift the Holy Gho/l. This 
fo pricked and gaul'd them, that inftantly 
they made his Words good, ftoning him 
with Stones until he died: By which we 
may learn, the Way of the Spuit which fome- 
times leadcth into, and openetn in our Minds, 
Matter which only ferveth to gain upon the 
Affeftiort and Attention of them that hear ; 
for if one ftiou'd fall diredtly upon their 
prefent States without a Parable, Compari- 
fon, Allegory, or Hiftorical Relation, as in- 
troduftory thereto, it might render our La- 
bour uielefs and inefieftual ; but fuch an In- 
trodu<aion, given us by the Spirit, may 
make Way for a more fearching and clofe 
Miniftry, in fetting the States of the Hear- 
ers in a true Light before their Eyes. I 
now come to the fecond Head. 

Secondly, By recounting the Goodnefs of 
God to ourJelveSy\n his great Mercy vifiting 
our Souls while m the full Career of Difobe- 
dence ; and this requires great Care and Cau-^ 
tion, that Boafting may be excluded, and 
the Honour of his Name, whom we preach, 
exalted in our Miniftry, confirming the fame 
by Scripture, and the Experience of holy 
Men recorded therein: Such was. that of 
P^^/ before Fe/lus. ^nd King ^grippa^ ASls 

D 3 xxvL 
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xxvj. zz* Moving thereon .{ikyjs .bq) ^ 

wkmjjim J>oib tAjmall^^^dgfceat, VctL 2.j. 
7}),at CbK^Jhou'd Sj^r^ ]aml4lwt,lH JhouU 
bethejkfi that JhouJ rije^^rjw the £>t^ 
Sp jthat 3«^en iV/^/ vafjp^al'd .to the JCiijgJp 
Fa,itb, urging, Yerf. ^,..J knoaw that thm 
Bdieiiefi\\ ;and he cawefcjd .faimiyf, V^rtf. 
^8. almtjfl, ^erjwf^ed tg J?e ^ ,Chrtjiimu 
Thus P^/^inagnififtfl itheXJjDQdiaefe.pf X3fld 
to bimfelf, .yqt fct forth therein, thatrCbttft 
is'the tme,an4 prqper .Otj}e<3: Qf f:aith. 

Xhirdly,, Jncd^clarifig^tbe great Enconrager 

merit w ^anie f to purjueyirtue^ from the Bkffr 

ingsthat .others ^hofoe :met rwitb jherehf^ fuch flp 

Enfich^ JSIfiab, AhrAharn^ 3^J^K SiimM^ 

David J &;c. ITheAul^r t^\tht iMeifremi^ 

in the ;xuh Chapter, givipg.us a,fef^Ul<>- 

count.qf .the Pa«hfuli;^s of }the v^akbilll, 

both Men and Womcq, whioh are ^Gjwpc- 

rrated to this .Viery ^nd (ftsfhinoiielf dedgtes) 

that we may ihc prpvokoi ly ,the fftfoijgci^: 

Examples and Inducements to follow the 

fame fiteps m ourvPtftfuit »of Virtue,: fFor 

vfhqn hefums up,the.Evid;ence (as It m^hfi 

properly termed;) in .the «iith. Chapter, >be.be- 

gins, Wherefore Jeeitig m (^ arexm^p^ffed 

^4ibQut fwith fo great,a£loud ^f ^itneffes^ kt 

%is lay aj^de every JVi^i^ty and . the Sin %vbfch 

doth Jo cajlly Mejef tis. And let-fis run fwith 

Patience the Race that'is/et. before us. , J. nav 

come to the fourth Head. 
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£oi}ff#)ly, iB^ ^s(patidfmg on fime certain 
"^Ssstts^ (iff jbeG^niflgs of Life npan thefame^ 
M^dh IS W\ ioit |>roctifing to them who 
hear, ^ ikme Ead> by ^beg^ttipg^Faith in 
Ghriftvifae Saviour of the World; for. Faith 
comes )fay iHoarir^ with a' believing Heart: 
Sncfai Ifaerefoce 5«as the Preaching of Philip to 
fhe£&m&r4 JiSts viii..Fordt written, PA/- 
l^ ^medrins "Mouthy mnt^hegan at the fame 
Scripture^ imdipKeachdiunto^im J^su^. And 
i[qfm6wfaatlik£'uatathi8 istthat of oiir Saviour 
in XiAfe^ithe tvth, .where Me went into the Sy^ 
mtgcgue <pff . ^ &MatbIX^j ^and flood ^up for to 
read^ andithereiofas delivered unfa him the 'Book 
ff^ tpffopbetl Bfaias 5 and^hen he had opened 
tbelBook^be^foimdihe Place where it was writ^^ 
srm,5rhcSpbitPof. the Lord is upon me,^^. 
Jlndhe elided the \Bodk^ and gave it again to 
ihe'MiniJhry and fat down: And tbe^By^s of 
^htbem \that were in the ^ Synagogue were 
^aftenidMnbim. Then be opened his Mouth, 
«}(pounding the fame, iaying, HhisDayiytxt 
^i.) is ibis Scripture Juljilled in your Ears: 
xProcceding'tOfthe/Amaa^ment of them that 
xheard him. I now come to the fifth and laft 
-Head, :wrhlch I propofe now to intimale 
ito my Iktaitx. 

^iftUy, .And laftly, By fittmg forth the 
tfimdry ^ifpenfations of God to Mankind^ as 
ito Abraham iziu/ :Lot ^ and in opening the 
'My fiery of the )Lawttbat came by Mofes, as 
ojdy pneparatory (to the Go/pel, ^nd how the 
^Prophefis did point out Qirift, the Subjiance, 

D 4 which 
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^hkh ^yo as figured forth by the Offerings ami 
Shadows under that Dijpenfathn. Now we 
find the Pjfpenfation of Angels to Noah, 
Jiirahamy and Loty agreeing with thb Pro- 
phets that came after; for unto Abraham 
was promifed the Bfefling of all Nations : 
Likewife opening the true and ^fpiritual 

' Meaning of I(raels Travels, after their being 
dfelivered from Pharaoh' I Power and Thral- 
dom, and ftiewing by the Spirit^ that thefe 
Things in the Hiftory have a Meaning 
to Bfelievcrs in the My ftery, fuch as their Go- 
ing through the Red Sea, and being purfued 
by the Power of Egypt ^ and their Deliver- 
ance by an Almighty Arm, which overturn- 
ed their Enemies; and their being proved by 
want df Bread and Water, as alfo their grofs 
Miftake in fetting up the Egyptian Idol, the 
Golden Calf, and ^dancing befpre it, with 
■this Acclamation of Joy, 7heje ,bethy ^ods 
.OJfrael ! &c. Now I fay, all thefe Things 
that happened to IJhael in Egypt ^ through 
the Red Sea, and in the Wildernefe, have a" 
true Refemblance of Believers travelling from 
fpiritual Sodom and E^p, fo called; which 
is no other than coming from a State of 61- 
len Nature in the firfi Adam, in which all 
are dead, and Strangers to God, being in the 
£nmity, are Children of 'Wrath, unto a 
State of Grace and Life through Jefus Chrift, 
our fpiritual Mo/es, beiijg reconciled to God 
through him who. is the fecond Ada^, the 

' Lord from Heaven, \vho never fdl. And 
thus as we ar^ opened by the Spirit, in the 

Miniftry 
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Miniftry of the Letter, to hold forth the ^ 
true Meaning of the Spirit, therein, we may 
be inflrumentual to bring many Souls out 
of the Enmity and Wrath, to be reconciled 
to God through Jefus Chrift. And this 
Miniftry is called the fFord of Reconciliation. 
Now then we are Ambaffadors for Chrifl^ as % cor. n 
though God did befeech you by us: We pray *'' *®* 
you in Cbriji's fteady be ye reconciled to God. 
Now I fay, a Miniller ought firft to expe- , 
rience the Veil, that is in the I^iftory of the ♦ 

Letter, taken away by the Operation of 
Chrifl's Spirit in lus own Heart, and the 
Subftance of the Figures under the Law, given 
to him in Experience, and this will give him 
Boldnefs to declare what God has donq for 
his Soul,^s iaid the Apoflle ^ Knonmng therefore ^^ 
the terrors of the Lord^ we perfwade Men ; viz. n. ' * 
we Labour to turn Men from Darknefs to 
Light, ^nd from the Power of Satan (the fpiri- 
tual Pharaoh) unto God, &c. , And as is before 
cAftrved, the Senle of thefe Terrors maybe 
fo acute and (harp upon the Spirits of our 
young Preachers, that they may with more 
Charity be excufed that Warmth of Zeal in 
warning, and fore-warping others to for* 
fake thofe Evils for which they have fo late- 
ly and feverely fmarted : I lay, they may 
be born with, and Charity (hou'd be upper- 
moft in our Minds towards fuch, where this 
is the Truth of the Cafe. 

Now all thefe afore-named Openings of 
the Spirit, in any of the aforefaid Methods^ * 

as 
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Life, jore of :great Ufe tandlScrase in die 
Ghufthj ^'to/bfl^t p^th ki IJbobelacwrs, .and 
toibuild^ipjq^nd confirm them that liaveihad 
(lome TslAc jand Reeling ^f ttbe tHmwnly 
•Gift; afidvthisvmay)fo^(3::ibme, tfaatihaAC 
}obt;^iii€d>Partof l[be:£m)e'Mint^ itfacttthey 
'imy "be^ in ikijger/of ^Borrowii^ «iie ofanb^ 
ihcr, and »en«i»v(Hiriug to umiti^tetihe .&me ; 
^bot.not havingithe 'fame iVvirtuevandlPower 
attending, ttie )Kbkel}ne&**of ifudhwiilLfoon 
appear : ^But the D^g^rof Borrowing may 
jte as«ear, rcffpe&ing ^the ^^ScriptoTes'of the 
Old.^^nd New TeftameQt, ^ith any otber 
£oohsithat maydffe£t ourrMin|is,iasivrfafit we 
iiave rheard delivered in iihe )(j>penings df 
^Life. ^For at is <no mope lawfiil ibr us/to 
preach what we have t^ad, ^becaiffe v«ve Jiave 
(fead it, <than it is for us to- preach owhat :we 
have he^rd, becaufe^we^have'faeaiTlit. "Nay^ 
d[ 'may further add (what thou wvAt find ;by 
^Experience true in due Time) that it is not 
lawful forthee to repeatithy own>£xpetience, 
4tnd former Openings, mM% -in thy own 
Strength of Memory and IWitl; :for. if thou 
-dofl treafiire up and *furni(h ^th^lf ithis 
Way, thou wilV be 'greatly dilappointed, and 
thy: Dodlrine will be like^the Matma kept out 
-of Sea/m-, Worms i^d in ity tt^nd it flauk. 
Now afpiutual Min^ftercis, ^nd^ ought ^veiy 
Day to be like Blank ^Baper, ^when 'he comes 
into the Affembly of thp Lord's People, not 
depending on any ^former Opemng&orlEx- 
perience, either of 4ii8 owji oro^hers^ that 

he 
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he hath heard or read ; but his only and fole 
j^ependenccmuftbe on the-Gift of the Spi- 
rit, to give, and bring to his Underftanding 
Matter fuitabk to the ^prefcat State of. the 
Aflembly before him. Thus will thy Words 
be fitlj ^okcn^ and like ji^les oj Gold in 
TiShires of Sihevy and thou .wilt appear as 
the Grade *of God, miniftring out of that 
Ability y^rhich God gives, and under his Con- 
dud: thou wilt be lafe^ thy Words being full 
x)f "Spirit lamd Life, will edifie the Hearers, 
:ftnfl:^y own Heart will bezfiiU of Comfort 
^nd Beace, }the.'CQnifort of itheiholy Spirit; 
;which will bring thee great Honour and >Re- 
J^HS^.fcom)^ Brethren, which might with 
:gi^eat'jCaiefto be/received; and ihe more thou 
IJbail: •here<if, tbs more jiumble and Circum- 
^S^&, oughtlft tfaou to be in rendcing theHo- 
jpoiir jwhei^edoey^ic;. To tjby OLord and MaC< 
c'ter, itfaeXord JeiustCbitii):, the ^reat Minii^ 
dei;, dnd Apoftletof our ProfeiHon. 

Having brought «our young Minifler^ thus 
ifftr, wcwiU coqfider them ^fitted ifor other 
dBeirviiSis in trmvellixig, whidh SHakW be the 
Subjedl of : the next Chapter. 
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CHAP. V. 






Advices to a cautious Conduct ^/zi Deport- 
ment in their Travels in the Work of the ' 
Ministry. 

\%T E will now confider our young Mi- 
" nifter, as having an Enlargement of 
both Underftanding and Lbve, engaging his 
Mind to labour for the Good of others ; 
and this can't be confined to thy own Meet- 
ing, Church, or County, where thou haft 
thy Refidehce;but the conftraining Power of 
Love, arifing from the, Operation of the -Gift 
in thy own Mind, may bring thee under a 
weighty Concern to Vifit the Churcheis 
Abroad, in which Work there generally ms 
a gradual Beginning ; firft^ in Vifiting thy 
Neighbouring Meetings ; and in this Work, 
as thou keep'ft thy' Place, th6u wilt gain 
Experience, and thereby comfe to be mbrfe 
fit to undertake weightier Service.. 

Fir/i then, Be not over-forward to Vifit 
Friends Abroad, left thou-fliould'ft bring thy- 
felf under a Sufpicion of runningtoo faft; nei- 
ther be too backward, left thou ftiould'ft hurt 
thyfelf by hindering thy Growth in that Love 
which wou'd enlarge thy Mind for the edify- 
ing of the Church, and thy. own Comfort : 

Ja 
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In' order therefore to both, I reqtieft a du« 
Attention in thy Mind, to feel theconftra^n- 
ing Power of Love to draw thy Spirit before 
thou goeft, which will, with a diVine AfFedti- ; 
on, and ardent Defire, move ftrong in thee* ; 
ifor the Good of them thou art to ViiSt : 
Let this reft upon thee, with a Rcfignation, 
that if it be thy Place, thou art both ready 
and willing to go. Now if thefe Defircs arife 
in thee from a right Spirit, thou wilt feel 
great Peace in fo giving up, with a clear 
Sight an4 Satisfadlion in jhy felf to go. Now 
after thou haft given up to Vifit thy neigh- 
bouring Meetings, and art con:>e amongft 
ftrange Friends and Faces, thou wilt find 
thyfelf under great Fears and Doubts^ how 
thou ihalt come ofFj and perhaps it m^y be^ 
poor enough in thy own Efteem, fo that 
thou n^ayft think thou hadft better have 
ftaid at home ; and a Jealoufie may poiTeTs 
thy Mind, that the Friends judge thou art 
out of thy Place : And thus thou nmayft re- 
turn under a Cloud for thy Undertaking, and 
more efpecially fo, if thou find'ft thyfelf 
guilty of Slips in Expreflion or Doftrine, 
, cither in mifapply ing or mifciting the Text ; 
this may dull thy Spirits, and flag thy Incli- 
nations for the prefent exceedingly : But thou 
muft not reft here, for the Gift thou haft 
received will not thus be fmcther'd,' if thou 
regardeft it as thou ought'ft, and the Trou- 
ble thou meeteft with may be of goodUfe to 
thee, which hereafter thpu mayft fee ^tho' 
it docs not now appear) therefore, as thou ' 

keep'ft 
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' kccp'ft thy Placci thou wilt find thy KKart 
more ardiently incUhed to go again, when no 
doubt thy hA Vifit will I^ ren^mbet^d* as ^ 
Block in thy VSfey to fogooda-Work 5 but thirf 
ought not hindfer, tho' it wil( humble thee; 
but in hopes to fucceed better, go dgain, chie% 
regarding to look in the proper Pfece flw 
^ Help, where thou haft in Time paft met 

with it s and if rbou comeft off well ncf^ 
this fecondYiift, .finding All pleaied, this may 
raife thee in thy own Thoughts more thaA 
may be for thy Good, if thou doft not 
watchfully cd4F tt> Mind the Foundation of 
that Exceltency in which thou haft appear- 
ed, add give the Praife thereof to the Al- 
mighty, difcouraging in thyfeff, olr any 
S other, any Thing that may appear contrary 

. thereto. Thus by degrees thou wik be more 
acquainted and inured to ftrangeFac6s and 
Meetings, and wilt get Strength over that 
fkvi(h Fear and Uneafihefs, occafioned 
through want of Experience; and as thou 
witnefles a Growth in thy Gift, the Word 
ef Life, a Concern of greater Moment and 
Confequence may fall upon thee ; for as thy 
Heart is enlarged in the Word of Life, thy 
Love will be farther extended towards the 
Children of Men, and Inclinations will be 
raifed in thy Mind (in Proportion to that 
Love which is begot in thee, by the Gift of 
the Spirit thou haft received to minift'er from) 
to make farther Vifits to the Meetings and 
People of God, in fome adjacent County or 
Counties; under the Impulfe v^rhereof, thou 
wilt find many DifBculties and Hard/hips 

laid 
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Iftid'ibLtliy Wa^r; wh^h will ttrbg: thw va^ 

dttdingthisi aiid^fbtiietimes thialr;.but whilib 
f!lkwaf«^undetitbi^ fl)oobthig;, it will be {kro^i 

hdt &Xr^ E^ptviem& iiY- the like Cafe^. and 
Ust ^iMd' k«^M^ bow it is and hadl be«i 
wi^ trbM^ ref^din^ thy pre&nt Concern^; 
and thfey mfty be affiftlng to ^itisfy thyi 
Mind, afiid thou mayft^fromi tior candttde 
tb'givep Wci^y beiAg eafy afndrwtU iatisfied 
k is thy Piactf tt> gic^ ; But bttfom then takeft 
thy JotH'ney^ Uy the NlatMr befoise tfaj/r Br^e^ 
threB, imopd^fbr a'prc^i^drrr^iTAf; or a 
E^tter o^ RekomiiMndalioii^. Hgnifying.^ the 
Satisfd^tion^and^ U^ity- c^ thy^ Brethren whh 
thy Undertaking. All chis being done^ tba 
Gonfent of thy Friends a«id Bt«^ton pb^i^ 
ed, and nolhmg^a]f^aring now tdt obflmdt; 
give up fredy; to make this iflte^ded Vifir^ 
always ntiniding; tbat^ thoa keepefli elofe to 
thy Gift, and-foHow^ft the Leadings thereof 
both* ill' thy JbuFneyings^ and DodJ:#incr.; (q 
wilt thou find thy Strength inwardly to io* 
creafe, and> ExpetieAGe wiU be dai(y added 
to thy Knowledge, anld thou wite: be pi^e:> 
ferved'from goirtg too hA in thy Travel^ 
or from being perfwaded to go out of thy 
right Line, and Concern ; or from liagerrng 
too loryg in pattieubr Places, all whioh anre 
hurtful Miifekes when fallen into ; but a« 
thy WKnd is prcferved endtr the (i}ondu<a of 
the Spirit and Wotd of Truth, thou« wite Icfc 
whtn it is^ tby Place to return} awi the faiite 

conftraining 
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Gonftralning Power of Love In thy Hearty 
which drew thee forth, will lead thee home 
again; and when thou art there, endeavour 
to keep thy Place in Humility, lef^ thou 
Ihould'ft mifs thy Way by endeavouring to 
appear as an able Minifler, fuppofing, be- 
caufe thou haft been Abroad a little, thou 
muft now give fome Proof of jthy Apoftleflbip 
by enlarging on fuch Matters as come before 
thee, apprehending, that thy Friends at 
home may expedl fuch a Performance from 
thee ; and if thou fhould'ft let thy Mind 
out to anfwer them therein j thou may ft dis- 
appoint thyfelf as well as thofethat hear theci 
To avoid which, be mindful to regard thy 
Opening, proceeding no farther than led by 
the Spirit in thy Miniftry, let it be little or 
much, without endeavouring to niake it 
more or lefs ; neither covet to appear well 
read or learned ; for by giving Way to fuch 
a Temper thou mayft difcover thy Weaknefs^ 
and appear both foolifh and impertinent to 
them that hear thee^ It is fafe for a Minify 
ter to defire no other Knowledge than the 
Work of, Regeneration in his own Mind, 
that lie may fpeak to others the Things of 
the Spirit (in fuch Words of Plainnefs as are 
received from it^ begaufe he knows thern to 
be true in his own fexpericnce, ' always re- 
mendbering, that it is not lawfiil for us to 
fpeak our own Experience in our own Time 
and Will, but we muft wait to ieel fome 
fpiritual Virtue, and divine Afliftance in bur 
Minds, enabling us, by opening our Undcr- 

ftandings, 
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ftlhdings, to declare to others with Power and 
Authority, in the Word of Life, what God has 
done for our Souls; and this will be delivered 
ih fuch Terms and Plain nefs of Spieech, as 
they that are unlearned, and of loW Capacities; 
will underftand ; but if we undertake thfc 
Work in our own Time, and depend upon 
Strength of Memory, either from what had 
been opened to us. before, or from what we 
have formerly had in our Experience, we 
(hall eafily V fall under that Temptation of 
endeavouring to appear Ehquenty by em- 
bellifliing our Difcourfe with luch Terms and 
Phrafes as we may not rightly underftand; 
and therefore may mifapply 3 and thus by 
afpiring to appear knowing, well read and 
eloquent, we may difcover our Naked nefsi 
by aiming at forbiddeh Knowledge, as pur 
firft Parents did : OUr Safety therefore ftands 
in keeping to the Root of the Miniftry, the 
Infpiration of the Spirit, patiently waiting 
at all Times to know oiir Places and Serviced 
in the Miniftry, that when we fpeak, it may 
be the Word and Mind of the Spirit, and 
not our own 3 and when we minifter, it may 
be in that Strength and Ability which God " 
is pleafed to give, and not our own ; and 
thus ftiall we gain Strength, and our Labour 
will be acceptable ; the Hearts of our Bre- 
thren will be opened and enlarged towardsi 
us, as we thus approve ourfelves Work-men 
that rightly divide the Word of Truth ^ 
herein neither we ourfelves, nor thcfe that 
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hear us, will have any juft Cauie to W 
aihamecL 

Now as thou thus keepeft thy Plate in thy 
Gift, thou wilt grow therein, and thy De- 
fire and Inclinations will likewife with ar« 
dent Love grow in Proportion with thy Gift } 
for the Tendency of a fpiritual Miniftry, and 
its Nature is fuch, that it enilames the 
Mind> wherever it is, with a Defire of do- 
ing Good to the Soul? of Men, and to be 
inf^tumental to promote their Happinefs^ 
hoth here and hereafter, according to that 
Ability received ; and this is no. other than 
the Love of God in Chrift Jefus, working 
on the Intellefts of thy Mind, and gently 
conftraining thee to fo good a Work ; and 
thou wilt now clearly fee, that a Difpenlktioa - 
of the Gofpcl is given thee in Charge, and 
thy Care ought to increafe with thy Gift^ 
how. to Difcharge thy Duty therein s but 
thou wiltalfo find at Times very ftrpng Rea- 
fonings againft thy Undertaking, nay per- 
haps Itronger than before, and wilt be ready . 
to think, and fay to thyfelf, Why JhoU'd I 
trouble my Mind about thefe Things, 1 bad be ft 
mind my own Work now I am young, and 
endeavour to improve my /elf in the Affairs of \ 
this Life, wbic/f will be both prudent and com^ 
tnindable ; this I will endeavour ^ ^nd likewife 
be as religious and careful of myfelf as I can^ 
and let others look to tbemjelvesjor me, tbat*s 
their Duty and not mine. Such like reafoning$ 
as thefe w^ill at Times rife very high in thy 
Way ; but notwithftanding, as thou kcjepeft 
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to thy Gift, and waiteft in it, all thefc Clouds 
pf ReafqningS will vanifli, and thy Mind 
will be fecretly enflamcd with Love to pro- 
mote Faith on the Earth. 

Now the firft Journey I fuppofed very 
(hprt, foon out and foon tjomej but pre* 
fuming the next to be lortger, it will be 
more needful thap it was the firft Tima 
to have the Approbation of the Monthly 
Meeting of which t^ou art a Member, and 
itmayfo happen, thatfomcof thy Brethren 
may think thg.t thou girt not qualified fgr fuch 
an Undertaking, but they may advife thee 
. to tarry it Hgftje till thou ait /"in their 
Thougnts) better fitted for. fuch a Vifit; and 
this rriay he a very hard Trial, which if not 

brightly taken, may prove hurtful to thy 
Mind i for if thou art ' apt to be dejeded, 
this may bring thee very low, and Itagger 
thee fo far, fo as to call in Quellion the very 
foundation which thou haft tjhus far proceed- 
ed Upon in thy Miniftry, but if thou keepeft 
thy Place in thy Gift, this will be of great 
Benefit to thee, in gaining Experience.' I 

, fay, here will bef a great need of keeping a 
clofe Watch over thy own Temper and Spi- 
rit, left Prejudice {hou'd beget hard thoughts 
in thy Mind againft thofe whom thou mayft 

* look upon as Oppofers, becaufc they Icru- 
ple giving Confent to thy Travelling fo long 
a Journey as is propofcd; fo that if thou art 
of a vindictive Temper, and apt to Refent* 
ment, this may, if thou art not very watehful, 
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tinfture thy Miniftry with Bittcrneftf 
which will appear by giving flant and 
fide Strokes in thy Preaching, or by fufFer- 
ing thyfelf to think, that what they offer in 
Oppofitiori to thy Travelling, proceeds 
from fome private Pique or ' Refentment, 
and riot from any juft Caufe of Objedioa 
that they have to thy Miniftry, but out of a 
captious Humour they fet themfelvcs againft 
thee; and thou to be even with them, giv- 
ing Way to Paffion and Refentment, fo that 
thy Mind is foured, and thy Miniftry tinc- 
tured with Anger and Revenge, giving Side- 
blows with a View to oppofe thy Oppofersj 
but whatever thy Succeffes may be refpedting 
them, thou mayft affure thyfelf, by ' this 
Conduct thou wilt expofe thyfelf to Con- 
tempt with thy beft Friends, and make thy 
Way more f^rait, by increasing the Num- 
ber of diffatisfied Brethren by thy Preaching 
fa full of Refentment, and. void of Gofpel 
Love 5 the more thou ftriveft this Way foK 
Victory and Enlargement, the greater and 
ftronger the Oppofition will be againft thee, 
and thou wilt oecome an Objedt of both 
Scorn and Contempt; Therefore to avoid 
all thefe Inconveniencies that may arife on 
this Account, it will be fit to confider, that 
for every Fault or Error thou art guilty of in 
thy Travels, whether ft be in Dodlrine or 
Converfation, the Meeting and Friends that 
have recommended thee as a Minifter, muft 
fliarel argely with thee, both in the Blame and 
, Shame thou bring'ft upon thy Profcffion and 
Miniftry, by thy ill Conductor difagreeablc 
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Doftrine j and therefore every Friend and 
Brother in thy Qwn Meeting ought to l^e 
fatisfied, both refpeding thy Miniftry and 
Conduft as a Miniifter, e'er they fign Letters 
recommendatory on thy Behalf; nay, it is the 
indifpenfable Duty of every Member, hav- 
ing a ju ft Caufe of Objedion, to oppofe thy 
Pretenfions to Travel as a Miniftcr, with 
this Caution, that he in a Brotherly and 
Gofpel Spirit (hew the Caufe of his Ob- 
jeftions J and whether it may relate to thy 
Dodtrine or Converfation, or both, let this 
Mind be in thee, that it is defigned for the 
Good of the whole, and vr'ith a View to 
prevent any Uneafinefs to the Society, and 
not in any Prejudice to thee, but for thine 
and the Churches good 3 therefore guard 
againft a Spirit of Envy and Refentment, 
aiid keep in Love and Charity with all thofe 
that may appear againft thee, defiring above 
all, to be endued with an humble ahd for- 
giving Spirit J put the beft Meaning on what 
thou haft met wjth, that it was and is de- 
fign'd for thy Good, with a View to fdve 
both thine and the Monthly Meeting's Cre- 
dit, where thou art a Member, making thy 
•humble Application in Spirit to God for true 
Wifdom, and the Spirit of a fo^md Mind 
to conduft thee in this Time of Trial, by 
Oppofition from fuch as may wifh both thee 
and the Caufe of Religion right well in 
general, keeping clofe to thy Gift, forbear- 
ing to appear in the Miniftry, if thou feelcft 
any Tihdture of Sournefs or 'Refentment, 

E 3 but 



[ 70 } 
but wait la SileDce until all that is purged 
out and taken away, by the prevailing Pow- 
er of Love in Chrift Jefus, that fo the 
Miniftfy of Reconciliation from hlpi may" 
fill thy Mind ; and in this, as thou art kept 
an4 pfeferved, thou wilt throu^jh Patience 
ovcrconie all that ipay oppofe thee : Thu$ 
wilt thoUy by divine Aid, be able to turn 
thy Water ("which hath bce« affli<5ling)into 
Wine, and thy Way will be opened^ all 
Objeftions removed, an4 fomc whom thou 
may ft have look'd upon as Enemies^ may 
appear now thy beft Friends, . who have 
, watch'd over thee'for goo4 ; a:nd finding all 
their Objeftions anfwered, and UneafinefTes 
concerning thee removed by thy humble^ 
meek, and prudentCondudl, may with both 
Freedom and Plcafiire confent to fign thjr 
Credentials as a Minifter in Unity wita 
them ; tho* they may not all come in at 
once, but feme may receive iuch Impreflions, 
by contefting the Point, that it will rcqilirc 
Time to Wear out ; but thy Strength will 
increafe, and the Love of thy Brethren grow 
ftrong towards thee, for the Work's Sake. 

Thus by Faith, having thorough Patience 
liirmounted all thefe Difficulties, thou wik 
find the Words of the Apoftle true, that 
j4ll I'bings jhall Work together for goody to. 
them that tove. and fear God. '.And the(e. 
Affli6lions and Trialis will add tp thy fpiri- 
toal Imprcvment, and thou wilt grow in the 
Root, and thy Experience will be much en- 
larged^ 



lathed, and . great will be thy Comfort and 
Peace. But fuppoie again, that thou meeteft 
with no Oppofition of this Kind, but the 
Meeting, and every Meniber in it, are ^ 
pleas'd, and chearfully recommend thee as 
9, Minifter in Unity with theth ; then it is 
needful to confider, that thou haft in fome 
good degree the Credit and Honour of that 
Meeting repofed in thee, of which thou 
cught'ft for both thy own Sake and theirs, 
to be very circumpe<£t and careful, know- 
ing that if thou (hould'ft bring any Dif^ 
grace or Shame upon thyfclf, either in thy 
Mioiftry or Convcrfation, the Meeting that 
have certified on thy Behalf, will likewifc 
fiifier with thee, and conbe under Blame for 
recommending thee as a Miniiler, finding 
that thou an i we reft not the Charat^er given 
4:oncemihg thee ; and under this State thy 
Return|WiU bring both Sorrow and Shame to 
thy Friends at home: For the avoiding 
whereof, the next Chapter containeth fome 
needful Cautions and Counsel I conclude 
this with PauPs Advice to fTimothy. i2Tim.iw, 
charge thee therefore before God^ and the' ' ' 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Preach the . Word, be inr 
fiant in Seafotij out of Seafon ; repraoe, re^ 
huke^ exhort with all longfuffering and Doc-^ 
-trine. For the Time will come,, "when they 
xvill'' not endure found Do&rine. But 'uoatch 
thou in all Things, endure /IffliSlioHS, do the 
Work of an Evangeliji, make jull Proof of 
thy Minifiry. This j^xcellent Advice, with 
that in ttneClofe of the fecond Chapter, is 2 Tim. n. 
worthy of our Notice and Confideration. *^'*5>»^- 
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C H A P. VI. 

Cautions againji ' Pride and Exaltedncfe, 
Meddling in Matters, fprcading Reports, 
&c. and a.general Recommendation of Hur 
mility and Meekncfe in all Things. 

I Now fuppofe thee ready to take thy 
Journey, in Unity with thy Brethren, 
made manifeft by the Credential given thcc 
for that Purpofe. , 

Thus leaving thy Brethren in the fweet 
Fellowfhip of the Gofpel, having iheir 
Prayers for thy Prefervation and Succefs j yet 
not without great Fear and Weeping, thou 
fetteftout, doubting how it may anfwer j but 
thou mayft perhaps be well fiitisfied for a few 
Meetings at thy firft fetting out in this great 
Humility of Mind j bujt thou muft then 
keep fo hunible and inward with the Lord 
in Spirit, as to wait daily for the Renewings 
of both Wifdoni and Power from Jiim; and 
thus will thy Mind be fupplied, every Meet- 
ing, with new Life and Matter fuiting the 
States of the People thou art amongft ; and 
this will be to thy Comfort and Peace, an4 
to their Edification. 

But if after thefe freOi Supplies that thou 
daily art favoured with, thou, fbould'fl grow 
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unmindful what thou really arc, and begia' 
to think thyfelf in a better Capacity for 
the Work than formerly, and the Efteeo^ 
and Favour (hewn thee by thy Friends, 
begins to fwell thy Mind above th^t 
humble and depending Frame; thou wilt 
find after fuch a^tate of Mind prevails upoa 
thee, that Leanneji and Barrennefi of Soul 
will enfue \ and if thou dofl not bethink 
thyfelf feafonably to return, but epdeavour'fl: 
in thy own Strength and Will to fave thy , 
Credit as a Minifter, thpu wilt lofe Ground * 
fafler than it was gained. Thus fome, after 
they have begun well, and gone on fo for 
fome Time, having gained fome Experience^ 
and a Form of found Words, but for want 
of keeping humble and inward in Spirit 
with the Lord, they h^ve infenfihly gone 
from the Foundation and Spring of living 
Miniftry, and depended on Memory, for- 
mer Experience, and Openings, and not on 
vthe If^piration of the Spirit, which is the 
Root of all true Miniftry, and what pro^ 
<:eeds from it is always new and acceptable. 
I lay, fuch have fallen into Repetitions of 
the lame Things, without a Newnefs of Vir- 
tue attending them therein, and fo have be- 
come formal Minillers in theOldneis of the 
Letter j and. this Sort of Preaching may take 
with fome, efpeciaUy thofe that are unfenfible 
of the Virtue of the Spirit to reveal unto them 
the Things of th«iSpirit of God. But notwith- 
ftanding thou mayft have Favour and Credit 
witih fuch /»$ a Preacher^ and may be by tho^ 
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refpe<Se4 for a little Time, and re^ 
garded as iuch ; yet the longer that tfaoa 
gocft on in this Way, the more thoa wilt 
covet Honour and Pre-eminence, yea, thou 
vrik in Time be apt to fcek the Praife of 
Men more than of God, and out of Hum-r 
cur, being difplcafed if thou haft it not. But 
alils, this is poor Work j for by the Livuig in 
Religion thou Wilt foon be difcovired, and 
found out to be but an empty, dry, and 
unfruitful Formalift\ and they that arc 
Alive unto God, virill fee thee plainly to be 
iuch; for the Lord's People, who havea, 
fpirirual Difcerning, can't be long impofed 
upon, but they will find out, and dis- 
cover the true Voice from the falfe> loving the 
Jirfty and thee for the Sake thereof; but 
reje6:ing the hjly and the Authors thereof, 
be they whoever they may : Therefore all 
thy Contrivance, Fore-caft, and Skill,' tifc4 
to the utmoft Advantage in thy own Time, 
Will, and Strength, will prove but as a 
broken Ciftern that can hold no Water, that 
will ever afford Refrefhment to the People 
of God, but will load and grieve them, * To 
avoid all which, it will be fafe to keep in an 
humble Dependence, endeavouring to keep 
near the Lord, having him always before^ 
our Eyes, that we may receive daily Ability 
from him, and fpeak as we feel our Minds 
moved by his divine Spirit ; and whether it 
be little or much that we have to fey, be 
thankful that we arc favoured with his Pre- 
fence and Liie in our Minijftry, oot (o much 
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l^garding what others may fay or judge obi!« 
cerning us, as the Peace and Satisfaction that 
we inwardly enjoy by the WoM of Life, that 
Lifewhichis the Light of Men. Thoumayft 
find thyfelf as this Day drawn forth and 
greatly enlarged in thy Miniftry, but to Mor^*- 
row thou may ft be (hut up, barren and poor» 
having but very little to fey, and that but very 
brokenly, as with a ftammering Tongue, 
which may feem very uneafy to thee fo 
to appear ; and under fuch a Condition thou 
mayft be tempted to go beyond thy CoRi*# 
miflion. This ought always to be watch'd- 
againft, for it is our fafeft and bcft .Way, 
^t all Times, to appear juft as we fed 
Power and Strength in our Gifts, endeavour* 
ing to keep our Minds- i^ Patknce, be it 
how it will, knowing that the fFind Blows John Hi^ 
where^ when^ as ftrong, and weak, as it ^' 
Jijietby~^nd we can neither add or diminifli • 
ought from it; but if in the Time of Weak* 
nefs we endeavour to hide ourfelves by mul- 
tiplying Words, wcfliall difcover ftill more 
Weaknefs, and in this State Silence will he 
much more fafe than Preaching; therefore 
if thou hafbbut little to fay, fay but little ; 
and if thou haft nothing to fay, htjilent j 
for altho\ thou tnayft be judged as Out of thy 
Place in Traveliif^, having nothing to 
Preach, yet if any count this as a Fault to 
be afhamed of, it is to be confidered, 
that this reputed Shame (for in reality it is 
thy Credit) will fell' more driedly upon thy* 
felf, in thy undertaking to Preach without 
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tny Authority for fb doing ; for by fiich 
an Undertaking thou mayft fall unwares in- 
to fuch Impertinences that may be a real 
€hame, both to thyfclf and thy Brethren 
alfo» who will hereby (hare deeply with thee, 
and the Principle be reproached for thy Folly 
and Forwardnefs in ^r^/^/?^/«g- to Infpiration, 
when thou haft it not ; therefore, if at Times 
thou art very poor, and has nothing to fay, 
let not this tempt thee to go beyond thy 
Line ; for this Poverty and AfBidtion thou 
art under, may by divine Piirpofe be brought 
upon thee, to prepare thy Mind to fpeak 
more feclinglyj and with moving Language 
to others under the like Diftrefs, and Bar- 
rennefs of Soul. Thus are the Minifters of 
Chrift often, as it may be faid, baptized for 
the Dead, vi:^. they are given to tafte of the 
various and near Trials that Believers are exer- 
cifed and proved by, and are likewife made 
to tafte and feel of the infinite Mercy of 
God, in the Railing them from Death to 
Life, and from the Power of Satan and 
Darkncfs to partake of the Joys of Immor- 
tality and eternal Life, brought to Light 
again by the Gofpel, 

And when a Minifter is thus prepared by 
fpiritual Afilidion, occafioned by the with- 
drawing of divine Virtue from his Mind, and 
fuffered, as many good Men have been, to be 
buffeted, tempted, tried, and fifted by Satan, 
feeling Faith, Hope, and Patience almoft to 
fail, yet in this State, by a fecret and hidden 
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J^ower, neither feen nor thought of, 
he is preferved; tho' for very Anguifl^ 
he may be ready to cry out in the very 
Bitternefs of his Soul> Oh I wretched Man 
that I am J to undertake what I was not calU 
ed fOy and to run eer J was fenty my Punifh*- 
ment is greater than I can bear. Thus it 
pleafes^ God to luiFcr his Minifters to be 
proved, that they may come forth as Vcflel$ 
fit for the Refiner. - 

But then, when this Deliverer is pleafed 
to reveal himfclf the Beloved of the Soulj 
Oh ! what exceeding Joy, what exceeding 
Soul Satisfadion then ? Oh ! then *a Mi- 
nifter can from Experience cry out and fayj 
Ckme tafte and (ee that God is good^ and wor^ 
thy to be waited upon. Oh I Come, and III 
tell you what God has done for my Soul. 

Now this Miniftry begets Faith, and raifes 
the Hearers Minds up unto the lively Hope 
of the Goipel, the 'Power of Life, in the 
Preaching of the Word as the Oracles of 
God, ^nd in that Ability we receive from 
him. 

Here we find fuch Kind of Trials and 
AfHiftions by Poverty and Barren nefs, to 
turn both to ours and the Churches Good, 
as we keep the Word of God's Patience ; 
and tho' in this State of Poverty artd Weak- 
ncCs, fympathizing Friends arc very few^ 
and fuch as will frown and look ftrangc 
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Upton tis may be many, yet nevcrthclcis, fo'cn 
whofe Eyes are upon us, fome for Evil; 
and fome for Good, will (ec that our Ex- 
cellency is in him that hks called us to thi^ 
Work, and not in ourfelvcsj and in due 
Time, as we keep in Humility and Patience; 
waiting in our Gifts, we (hall be drawn 
forth and enlarged to the Satisfaction of then! « 
that hear us : The Scale may come to be , 
turned, and thou mayft now have more to 
admire, .and fpeak in thy Praife than thou 
hadft to frown upon thee ; for fuch is the 
Ficklenefe and Uncertainty of many in this 
Refpeft, that they will turn both with uS, 
and againft us, in a (hort Time^ fo that the 
more Applaufe we have, the more fearful of 
ourfelves vve ought to be ; but if we (hou'd 
be exalted in ourfelves, by Reafon that we 
are admired by common Fame, we may, 
e'er we are aware of it, bring ourfelves into 
the fame Condition before defcribed, and 
all that Friendfliip may be turned into 
Slight and Enmity again: It is therefore 
very lafe for us, at all Times to keep hum- 
ble, and inward with the Lord, waiting in 
our Gifts, that we may truly know when 
to fpeak, and what, as likcwife when to be 
filent J herein we fhall grow from one De- 
gree of Experience to another, the Gofpel 
will be purely preached, and the Work 
will profper in our Hands. 

N^xt, be careful of thy Converfation ; for 

it piay fo happen, that where thou lodgett, 
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toh^t cafually or defignedty, thou /ma/d 
bear of fome Differences iub^iling amongft 
Friends^ and others may Ukewife expofer 
iome' Vices that feme of their Meeting may 
be laddided to, of whiqh they will be pleaC- 
ed thou takeft Notice > but to all fuch Kind 
of Difcourfes thou ought'ft to give no hoed, 
b^t rather with Decency ihun them, left 
they ihou'd bias thy Mind in thy Miniftry, 
and fo thou mayfl preach by Infarm(ition^ 
inore than by In/pi rat ion ; This .will hurt 
thy Service and Reputation ; but if after thy 
Service is over, thou meeteft with any Thing 
of this Kind, and canft have Freedonl to 
adyife, or be ferviceablc in any Refped, to 
fet right. Things which areamifs, endeavour 
to keep in ^he Way of thy Duty with all 
Humility, artd Patience;, confidering impar- 
tially what is faid on all Sides; then meekly 
perfwade to Peace rather than judge ampngll 
* *them, for it may be dangerous to judge on 
either Side, without a fair Hearing, left 
thou fliou'd give Strength to that which thou 
ought'ft not 5 but if we can in a Friendly 
manner bring contending Parties to an 
Agreement, we ihall do a good Work 5 and 
if we have any Advice to give to the Dif-* 
orderly and Vicious, let it be done in mtich 
Love and Tenderncfs, rather ihewing the 
evil Confequences^ of fuch Pradices, by 
Comparifon in other Men, (which may 
(hew thctn their ToHyj than to fall direftly 
upon them* By this Way of Reproof, Na^ 
jban brought David to pafs Sentence upon 
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their Folly in a clear Light, they may there- ^ 

by be prevailed on to Reform and Amend. 
Thy . prudent Condudt herein will much in- 
cre^fe both thy Service, and Peace, 

Next, be careful not to carry Tales and 
Reports from one Place to another-, for fomc 
havci by fuch Work, made themfelves very . 
Ofienfive; and confider, that Tale^iearing 

ier ,ix. is forbidden under the Law^ as of'pernici- 
*^- ' ous Confequence to the Peace of Society. 
How fordid then mud it appear in a Gofpel 
Minifter, to be guilty of this Folly ? There- 
fore, if thou at any Time art informed of 
ought concerning any Friend, that may in- 
jure his Charafter, firft enquire, whether 
fiich an Inforpjer hath given fuch an one 
Gofpel Order ; and whether, if he be called 

^ upon to vouch what he has faid, he 

will aiUe by that Report ? This will be a 
Means to put a Stop to Tale-bearing in a good 
Degree : Yet for all this, if thou find'ft a 
Concern to advife with fuch an one, and to • 
let him know what thou haft heard concern- 
ing his, or her Condudl, minding that Pro- 
hibition, Exod. xxiii. i. SLg^dnA falje Reports, 
this will make it needful, if what thou haft 
heard be queftioned, as to its Truth, for 
thee to make, known thy Authors; to 
Hiake out what they have Reported ; and if 
it appears on Examination fal/e, a Stop will, 
be put to it, which otherwife, by the Me- 
thod of j I mil tfll tbee, but do thou keep if 
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% thyfelfy might go far and wide: This 
Condud will be as a Fortrefs againft all fiich 
buiie People, who love to fcan their Neigh- 
boars Failings, while they overlook their 
own ; and thy Credit will grow with thy 
Friends, and thy Gift will make Room for 
thee, as thou art thus preferved : But if thou 
(hoald'ft have a.Pleafurie in, and encourage 
fiich TatUng, thoii Wilt hurt thy Service, 
and feed that Teil)J)er in others as well as in 
kfayfelf, which ought to be flain ; therefore 
never hear nor receive any fuch Report, 
but from fuch judicious Friends who have 
laboured in a Spirit of Love to reclaim fuch 
'^ Offenders, and want thy Aid to ftren^then 
their Endeavours already ufed for the Good 
of (uch ; which is what in tuftice, accord- 
ing to Gofpel Doctrine, we owe one to ano- 
ther: This Kind of Behaviour will anfwer 
thy Charafter, anti thou wilt have Praifc 
for the fame. 

In the Coarfe of thy Travel's thou wilt 
•have frequent Opporturiitics with Friends 
\X their Meetings ' of Difcipline, in which 
Meetings there may happen fometimes 
^arm Debates^ which may, if thou art not. 
very careful and referved, bfc a Snare to thee 
in thy Cjonduft, and thou mayft be too ealily 
provoked to fpeak on one Side or the other, 
before thou doft rightly know and. under- 
ftand the Matter. Now, Altho' I wou'd 
have us be very careful and cautious, how 
wc meddle at fuch Times, and in fuch 

F Meetings, 



McfetifigSi yet I woqld, ^srt wc flabuM ei- 
fercile ^)oA oar E%rt sind Uncjcrftan^- 
iiigs, waiting in oiir Gifts; perhaps we may 
have a Service in reconci^ng Matters in Def^ 
bate 5 and if thou find'ft it thy Place to 
fpeak, be upon the Enguirj/y to find y^t 
inore clearly the right Thing that is contendr' 
ed for, ' and let thy Word^i he delitcred wi^ 
great Deferenfce and Regard to both Parties, 
with that decent Condeicenfion^ SubmiiSioii 
and Sweetnefs, th^t is becoming thy Agk 
and Experience to treat thy Friends with. 

^f thou fliould*ft likewile obfervc a Dif- 
ference in the ftfenagement of their Afeira^ 
refpcdting their Difcipline in common, from 
what it is in the Meeting whereof thou art 
a Member, and from this mayft judge thy- 
felf able to {hew them a better Method, 
whifch Method by Cuilonx is become fami^ 
liar to thee, and if thou art forward to dk3:at^ 
by endeavouring to perfwade thetn to alter 
their Method of wdering Matters, thou 
may ft be look'd upou as a iu^ Meddler in 
what c()ncerns thee not. But if ia private 
Converfation, foma better Notions ox Ma^ 
nagement refpedting the making fuch Meet*- 
ings more ferviceable, to anfwer the Rood 
End propofed by them for the Benefit of 
Society, can be cultivated in the Minds of 
thofe conterned, and fo propagated by De- 
grees, it might be of great Ufc; but hafty 
Revolutions and Changes in Forias of Dis- 
cipline are of dang.erous Confcqilcfice, and 

ought 
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Misfit ncfer to be attempted, bilt ttpon Cori^ 
iifkratioi!is well digefted; for it misiy offend 
fembj and unfettle others^ by raifihg Debates 
fot abxl agaiixft, which may caufe great Heats 
if th«y be ftiff on both Sides, as it may like- 
ly Jo fall out, to tlie Breach of Unityi, and 
ieffetiing brotherly Love and Charity one t^ 
anothtr« 

I have obfervedi that where a Monthly 
or Quarterly Meeting have continued in the 
jMiethod recbmmended to 'thfem by fomp 
worthy Elders who are now gohe^ and left 
this Prafitifee aS it were a Legacy to' them, 
fome have been very much opinionated 
thereof, in Honour tb the Founders of tb6 
Method they tnay be in ; and we not know- 
ing the Realbn inducing fuch worthy ElderS 
to this or that Way of Management, ought 
tp, be very tender iri judging abotit Things 
of this Nature ; and it may not be ftf inate- 
rial, whether Things ftiay be done this or 
that Way, for the Good of the Whole, fo 
f:hcy be done in Charity and Love ; thiere- 
jforc let us in our Travels take Care, ncJt 
haflily to meddle and dip int;6 thefe Affairs^ 
and io da more htirt than good. i 

, Now as to thy prtvafe ChndaSt In all 
Places where thoii art with thy Friends : Be 
Very rhodejl and thankful for fuch Enter taih^ 
tnent as may be given thiee ;, and tho' it may 
be but (in thy Efteem^ poor and niean^ yet 
^ thou haft it from a iincere, loving^ hearty 
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and hondft Mind, accor4ing to the ASiUty 
of the Giver, be content, thankful and 
chear fill with it ; remembring who faid. He 
that gives a Cup of cold Water to a Prophet y ifi 
the Name of a Propheiyjhall hava a Propbet\ 
Reward. And guard againft fpeaking dif- 
refpeBfuUy in any other Place of that Enter- 
tainment, (tho* mean) for that may be very 
oiFenfive, and give great Uneafinefs, being 
a htirttb thy fell more than thoii may ft be 
aware of J but in thefe Matters behave as 
as becomes thy Place and Service. 

And in thy Cetrverfationy whether in pub- 
lick, or more privately with thofe of a diffe- 
rent Sex ; be ftridtly careful to avoid toa great 
Familiarities^ and every Thing which, tho' 
ihnocent in itfelf, may give any juft Occi- 
fion of Offence to fuch who may be watphing 
over thy Condudl, cither with a good or 
evil Eye ; that fo thou mayft not only be 
prefcrved from Evil, but likewiie from every 
Appearance thereof ; and \^y a prudent and 
inoffenfive Behaviour adorn the Gofpcl of 
God our Saviour, and be an Example to the 
Believers, not only in Word and Doftrin^ 
in publick, but likewife in private, in Con-- 
verjation^ in Charity^ in Spirit^ in Faith, 
and in Purity. 

And if thou art unKiarricd, carefully guard 
againft either making or receiving any Pro- 
pbfals to alter thy Condition haftily, and 
without being wellad vifcd, and feeing thy way 

clear 
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pfcar therein ; but finifh thy Journey firfl:, let 
the other reft till that is over, fo wilt thou a- 
void the Ri(que of any Reproach that might 
fall upon thee for any Mifbehaviour in that 
Matter^ : 

Take what Care thou canft, according to 
thy Ability, not to nniake the Gofpel chargea- 
ble to thy Friends, in going from one Place to 
another, neither be difficult to pleafe in fuch 
Places, but always ftiew thyfelf eafy and 
contented with fuch Eiitertainnient as can be 
had; feme Tempers, tho' ftrait handed 
enough themfelves, are yet difficult to pleafe, 
and apt to£nd Faulf, giving by fuch Con- 
duA Uneafineis to their Friends ; but as we 
have no Views of Reward from o\ir Hearers, 
nor ought to defire any other than a little Sup- 
ply for the prefent Occafion, of what is need- 
ful to Eat and Drink, for which, let us be 
thankfully contented, aiid not (hew any Un- 
eafineie, if what is fet before us don't fo 
well fuit our prefent Wants, butconfider the 
Ability of the Friends where we are, who 
may exceed their common Way of Living 
coniiderably, the better to accommodate 
us : A difcontented and murmuring Spirit 
hath done Hurt, and given Occafion for 
£>me to fay, Tbat the Dijign of Such in going 
Abroad was to Eat and Drink, more than to 
Preach the Golpel; a Reflexion, I hope, 
every Friend in his Travel will take Care to, 
avoid, and foke all Occafions to prevent . ; 
aot forgetting, that all the Malice the World 
aad the D^vil have vented againft the true; 
/ F 3 * Miniftry 
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Mipiilty amongft us, CQuld, never iix 
the Odmm upon us juftly, df being Merr' 
cenary, that is, fuch v^bo ever look'd for 
Gifts, or fought after Rewards ; a ^ Leprofy 
afFefting all the Hireling Teachers in thd 
World, of what kind foeven 

s • ■ • ► " . • 

Dear Brethren, let us maini^m in our 
Conduft jhat uoble Way we haye ever 
walked in, that as we have freely re(;eived 
pur Miniftry from God hg his Spirit, freely 
to give to the People ; for a free Miniftrjf 
will ftandi and be continued in the CburcK^ 
to lateft Pbftcrity ; but the Hirelings will bo 
rejected moie and more, and come to. nought 
|)y Degrees. ' * • 

Next, where thou comeft, enqube if therci^ 
are any Sick, either in Bodjyi or Mind 
amonglt them, aBd wait to know thy Place' 
and -Freedom in thy Gift to vifit ilich ; but 
in all fuch Vifits, let thy Words be few ami ' 
weighty, for if thou ihouki*it give Way: 
thyfelf to much DifcouTfe, or indulge it in 
thofe thou vifiteft, it paay htirt thy Service' 
to them, and readier it void > therefore rcr 
gard the WeigJat of thy Gift to.opwi.thy' 
Und^rftanding, that wheliher tho^f mayft' be'. 
opened in fome fihort £:3^r«atioas, or hjL 
Way of Prayer, wha* thou haft^ may bcS 
ii-om thy Gift; not then doubtin^s but thou, 
may ft be infirumt^ntal of gobdm dbem^thou: 
£o viUtt^ : But ibme apprehend^ that vdieQi 
they are' withf the Sick, ia either Body or 

Mind, 
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Mind, that thpy muft be preaching, praying, 
pr difcourfing, perhaps beyond due Bounds, 
which ibmetiiTies have proved rather a Bur- 
den and Grief to the AfHided than a Comr 
fort. 

And if thpii obferveft in any a Slacknefs, 
or an undue Liberty taken, not fo agreeable to 
their Profeffion, unto whonj thou find'ft thy 
i^lind engaged to ipeak by Wav of Advice, 
or Caution^ let it be done in tne Spirit of 
Meeknefs and Love, that if poffible, thou 
inayft reach the Witnefs in their Minds, that 
whit thou kfA i§ right. .Thus having dit 
charged thy Duty as a Minifter, both in a 
|iiblkk and private Capacity, (thaf is) I 
mean in the Aifeiiiblie^ and private Familie? 
where thy \A>t has fallen, thou wilt return 
with great Joy and Confolation, finding the 
Word^ of the Royal Prophet fulfilled, He 
that goethjortb and weepetb^ bearing precious ^^i ^"^** 
Ueed^Jhall douhtkjs come again with Rejoicings 
krmging bis Sheaves with bim^_ 
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Advice to Minifters in the State ofyoting 
Men, wherein Self-conceit of themfelvh^ 
and too low Ellimdtion of others^ may be apt 
to raife the Mind abav^ the low and humble, 
St ate ^ wherein i^s Safety pply is. 

I Shall now confider our young Miniji^, 
as grown to a confiderable Degree of 
Knowledge and Experience in the Work, 
and in Part to the State of a young Man that 
is ftrong , in whom the Word dwells more 
plentifully ; and thy Reputation as a Minifter 
growing with thy Gift, thou mayft now be 
look'd upon in thy own Meeting as a Member 
of fome weight, to whom thy Brethren pay 
a confiderable Regard ; in which State new. 
Trials and Temptations may arife, arid thou 
rirtayfl: bfe in as much Danger (m fundry Parti^ 
culars) if not more, to mifs thy Way, than 
when Icfs look'd upon, both by thyfelf and 
others/ Now thy Friends may apply to thee 
for Advice and Counfel under their Difficul- 
ties, and if thou flhould'ft happen to mis- 
take, and advife wrong, thou wilt be blamr; 
cd, *an(i the Hurt fuftained. by following thy 
Counfel Will be laid upon thee as an Excu^ 
to themfelves ; Thus, Ifjuch ^n one bad not 
advfjed me to it^ IJhoud not have done it i 
and this may bring fome Uneafinefs vpon 

tbec. 
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^ee/ very hard to bear without Re^ntment, 
qncl endeavouring to vindicate thy Advice givc;a 
^s (uitable at that Tinie, laying the Blame* 
(if any) on tl;ie Mifmanagement of the Per- 
lon advifed: Sometinies a fmall Spark of 
Contention thus kindled, hath rifen to a 
Flame : To avoid which, be very cautiou& 
in giving Advice in difficult Cafes, without 
very good, Grounds for wh^t thou fayft, and 
^dvife the Parties to confu]t thofe ot greater 
^^pcrience and Judgment, to excufe thy 
meddling therein^ fo wilt thou be free £rom 
Blame on all Hand^ ; but yet I wou'd nQt 
have thee peremptorily to refuie hearing the 
^mplaints of Perfons under Trouble, tha,t 
may really v^ant . Advice and Help ; * but 
when thou haft heard, confider if their 
Trouble dotharife from any Mifunderftanding 
oh any Account, and whether fome Way 
^an't be found out for tJjMcir; Relief, hy Me- 
diation'arid Pcrfwafion of Perfons not eon* 
cerned in the Matters under Difputc. Thus 
mayft tbou be inftrumental in making Peace, 
without dipping into the Matter, which is 
the chief Caufe of Complaint, and this will 
add to thy Credit as a ufeful Member in the. 
Body., 

Next, thou rnayli now appear with more 
\0urance and Boldnefs ,in ^hy ,Miniftry, 
which Boldnefs, if not duly temper'd with 
j^odefty, Humility, Wifdom and Meek- 
nefs, may render thee unplealant to the Earst 
of them that hear thee, and more efptdally, 

' ^ ■■ "* ' 'if 



if thy Dkkdrine (hould favour more of the Mat^ 
than it did in TinM paft, when tfaoa appear- 
ed in the Innocency and hfipicy or the. 
Miniftry : And this Candud: may wSt up 
iiindry of tl^ Meeting to watch over thee, 
with a View to have fi>mething to lay holcf 
«f to thy Prejudice, yet intending (at leaA: 
pretending) thy good, to inftroA thee better, 
and humblb thee : and then if thou doft mi-* 
ftake or misplace any Scripture, or drop any; 
Thing that may not feem fafe to be ftooa 
by m thy Preaching, it may be handed about 
(if thou art high and uneaiy at Reproof), 
from one to another privately, until jt comes 
toth]( Knowledge, and thou mayft then find 
it hard to; live under ie (more eipecially) if 
thou art ol a vindt^he and high Spirii^ not 
able to bear CorrtradiAion and Reproof, as; 
becomes a Minifler of Ctirift; it will there- 
fore be prudent to confidcr thy natural 
Temper and Difpofition of Mind, endea^ 

vounng to keep tliyfelf under SubjeAion to 
the mortifying Power of the Croft, ^t 
thy Dodbriae may be adorned with Meek- 
nefs, and alio ieafoned with Gofyel $alt': Ir£ 
this State Judicious Friends will love, and! 
vindicate thy Service; but if thou giveft 
Way to thy own Spirit^ and in the Heat 
^reof atteinptcft to minifier, and vindicate 
thyfelf over the Heads of thy offended, 
Friends, tbis^ will render thy Doftrine un- 
, plea£int to the Ear, and bring thee under 
more Difgrace; and finding thyfelf^ under 
a Slight^ and in ibme degree of Contempt 

with 
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with and ^moog thy Br^&ren, take Care 
(iiat . thoi( doft Qot unawares (in the Heat 
and heigltt of thy own Spirk, which is not 
ahle to hoar ei?U Report) begin to chide, 
and think to threaten them into a better 
Temper, by blaming their Condu€k in thy. 
Breadbing as diredly a& the Caie will bear. 
A0hre thyfeU; that thj|i ConduA and Beha- 
viour ywill he a dirddk Way to torn all their 
Hearts againft thee as one Man. Thus, in- 
ftead of gaining cm them, and temoying the 

Caufe of Ofience« it will be. more eftahlifhed. 

' » • . >» ^ 

sind graw pEinch more difiicttlt to remove for 
the Aature^ being thus fixed lyr thy impru^ 
dent Condudt. Some. I have in my Time 
known, from £b' fmall a Beginning as, is be- 
fore defcrihed^ grow (in Bitterneis and Envy, 
occafioned by fpiritual Pride, and SeL&con- 
oeit) to iuch a Head, aa have in Time ren^ 
dered them (who in their B^inning were 
efteemed as MiniAers) akogethec u£ble&, and 
iheyhave degenetated by ckgrees (b far, as 
to become Enemies to the Society, and have 
^ft it under great .Prejudices, in Bitterneis 
doiifg alj> and whatfoeeer their degenerate 
Minds might dictate to. them^ to render the 
Society contemptible, and its Princqiles o^i^ 
ous; which is a dreadful Thing to happen 
to any one that hath ever had a 'Part of this 
iivine Mmifiry ; it is therefore highly need* 
ful for us, to learn to krnm ourfehes^ and 
to keep in it daily, and not to forget and 
]pfe the Senie of the Imperfe<ltions and De«- 
Idds in the natural Cooflitation of our own 
. Mindsi 
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Minds ; and if we find ourfelves of antm^ 
perious, infulting, proud^ Temper, by Na^ • 
tore, let us mind, ' that Pride, goes befare^ 
^J^efiruSHoHy and a baug^bfy (anfor^vrng) Spi* 
rit bejore a Palli uneafy at Affronts, and 
not able t5 endure evil Reports io be caft upon ' 
us, without tiling Ehdsivours to vinc^icate our 
Honcxir at all Events, nQ|: coni^dering whaC 
our great Matter fuffered foir usi to bring 
us to the Knowledge of himfelf. I fay, t£ 
we by Nature are io inclined as above, how 
i;arcfuliy ought we to keep a Watch againft' 
that weak Part we fee in ourfelves, praying 
with Sineerityj that our Minds niay be daily 
improved. by a divine Cultivation thro* the 
Spirit, that that great Change may be known, 
uppa us, fpoken of by the Prophet Ifdiab^ 
Tie. Wiy^ ft>att dwell with the Lamb^ and the > 
Le&pardJhalUie down with the Kid: and the 
Caify and tl/e young Lion^ and the Failings 
t^gether^ and a little Child' Jhall lead them. 
This is that Diipofition and Sub}e<^on of 
Mind that we ought to w^it dail^ to be kept 
under, by the Spirit, viz. If we by Nature, 
are like the Wolf, Leopard, or Lion, at;uiy 
Time, and that Nature appears in us, this 
by the ineek Spirit of: ^^^^ ought to be al- 
ways kept under Subjed:ion and Govern- 
ment^ for tho' v^e may have known our 
natural Tempers fubdued in a great degree, 
at our; firft fetting out in the Miuiftry, by 
the Crofs and Power of Chrifty \ yet if there 
be. not a daily abiding under that Power, 
qur natural IncUnaidons and. Tempers may. 
» . . prevail 
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l^ttvail again to' our Hurt^ and the HleiTed 
Efied of that Subjedion to the Spirit, spoken 
of by the Prophet, ^we (hall not experience, , 
viz. Hey /hall hot burt^ nor dejiroy in all^^' ^ »• 
my holy Mountain^ Jor the Earth Jhall be full 
of the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea. It is therefore needful to 
watch daily againft every Thing in our- 
felves that will hurt our Service, and ren- 
der our Miniflry unprofitable, by letting in 
any Refentmient ^or Heart-burning a^inft 
any Friend, for a real or fuppofed Affront, 
that may have been put upon us by them ; 
coniidering, that nothing can hurt us that 
is either laid or reported, tho' with ever fo 
ill a Defign againfl us, if we are in our 
Places, and innocent of the Things reported* 
I fay, fuch Things can't be hurtful to us, 
anlefs we make them fo to ourfelves by un- 
due Refentment, being influenced thereby 
to preach and entertain an Aifembly with 
our private Refentment, endeavouring to re- 
vejnge. this fuppofed Injuflice done us, in this 
publick manner ; not confidering the Fora6 
of our Saviour's Caution in this Cafe, ^bere-- Mat. ▼. 25. 
fore if thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and *** 
there remmbrefl that thy Brother hath ought 
againjl thee ; leave there thy Gift before the. 
Altar and go thy Way, firfl be reconciled to 
thy Brother, and then come and offer thy Gift. . 
The Sum of which, to our Purpofe is 
this, that we undertake not the Work of the 
Miniflry under the Influence of any Refent- 
ment, or private Pique in our Minds againft 

any 



any Brother^ but that the fok MotiVe and 
Influcince of our Miniflry ought to be oUr 
Love to God^ and the Souls of Men ; an4 
by divine Infpiration to labour therein witll 
Dil%ence and Sincerity to prcHBOte Faith in 
the Earth, by flirring up their Minds to live 
a pious and godly Life: And as our Stand^ 
ing and Labour id in this Love, we need 
not fear but our Servke will be both honout- 
able and acceptaUe where we live : ; And 
in this Temper of Mind we fhall be capable 
to receive Inftmdion (and not think ourfelves 
above. it, which h a very dangerous Stated 
and ir Reproof Ifhou'd be given ut in a 
wrong Mind, we being in a Right one, may 
i-eap good by what is not fo inteiided for us. 
In this Temper 6i Mind we fhall fee our 
Water turned into Wine, and all our Bitters 
made fweet to Kt§ ; and as before obferved; 
all Things will work together for Out Good; 
becaufe our Standing is in the Love and 
Fear of God, and in it we labour by Infoi- 
ration, as Ambafladors of Chrifi, to make 
fuH Proof of oiir Minif^ry for the Con- 
vincing of Gainfayers, that they may tie 
reconciled unto God, and to build up the 
Believers in that moik holy Faith, the Fruit 
Whereof is RigHteoufnefs and godly Living. 

But if thou art of a meek, ihodefl and 
bafbful Temper, ^hatis backward, not will- 
ing to put thy felf forward, but by a mean 
knd low Efleem that thou entertainefl: of 
thy own Gift and Sfcrtice, thou putteft more 

Value 
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Value on every Body's Perlbrmatiee than thjr 
bw% tbk will (if pot t€iiiper'4 with a d&- 
jiroe of Ardency to do thy Day> Wockm 
the Dajf Tknc} do thee raoch Httrt, aad 
very nmch hinder tky Improvemeirt and 
Growth in thy Gift ; fdr which Reafon^ k 
h really needful to have a gck>d Value for 
the Gift received; (tikAtk for the Gift, not for 
buriehes) but then this good Ltkiog that we 
have of cor Gifts and Services, bcight to be 
tempered with Jadgiueot and Modefty; 
btherwiie it may iead to Self-conceit and 
Imprudence, whic;jx are bad ingredients m 
the Minds oi Pre^hets, and will be apt td 
render them both conten^ptiblt iibd trouble^ 
jfome in their Coiidbd* 

But fome are always Repining; and thinks 
ing meanly of their Qifts and Services,, whicM 
is a Wrong Mit^ ; and where it prevails, 
will do hurt and hinder ow Inpiprovment and 
Growth : We ought to confider, that every 
Gtft of God is goody and ought to be regards! 
as fkch, and he or iObe tl^ hatk the fmallei^ 
and Icaft degree of a Gift in the Miniftry- 
as they wait in it^ and mind to keep to it^ 
and neither on the one Hand go before it, 
nor on the other neglcd it, but carefully 
mind the Openings of it, and follow its 
Leadings, they will in dme Time, by Experi- 
ence findjinEnlargement both of Matter and 
Jpiritiial Undcrftanding, which Y^ill give 
them great Encouragement Co -go on, and 
command Refpedt from others. I have 
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known fiindry fuch become ableMinifters^ &; 
of very great Service in the Church ; and I 
have known others, a$ well as myfelf, that 
have begun very poor, and feemed contempt 
tible and mean ih^ the Eyes of their Friends, 
Hay, have been adviied to defifiy as not bein^ 
called to that Work, nor qualified fqr fuch 
Service, which is vfery wounding and difcou- 
raging; in which Titne fome kind fympa- 
thizing jiquiUa or Prifcilla have been con^ 
cerped to heal the Wound, by inflradin^ 
tnorc pcrfcdly in thie Way of the Miniftry; 
by giving proper Advice and Encourage- 
ment to go; on in the Work, under the Go- 
vernment of the divine Spirit, with a meek 
)and humble Conduct ; advifing on the one 
Hand not to take too much Notice of what 
others may fay in Difpraife of thy Service, 
but endeavouring to reniove their Objections 
bya prudent Behaviour; nor on the other, 
too much regarding what may be faid in Com- 
mendation thereof; for without exercifing 
Judgment, the former may caft down too 
much, and the latter may ^xalt the Mind 
above its Place. 

How fafe therefore is it to keep in our 
Gifts, under the Power and Influence of 
divine LoVe, which will take all Thihgs in 
good Part, whether it be Praife br Djfpraife; 
and not fee moved by either outi:>f our 
Place. Thus will. Malice be bveicomc b^ 
Love, and we (hall receive Advantage; iverii 
from them th^ iqtend us none ; being like- 
;^ife guarded againil that Poifon which Flat- 
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tcry and, Commendation carries with it to 
weak Minds^ for fome can't bear tohtcom-^ 
' mended, even wh^n they defer ve it, without 
receiving Hurt by it, taking that Honour to 
themfelves which is only due to their Gifts : 
And Being difgufled if they haVe not Corn- 
mendatioh and Praife; fiippofing themfelves ^ 
injured without it, and rather than not havfl^ * 
it, they will iecm by a kind of Eriqpnryf 
^ to beg ify and endeavour by either finding 

Fault vvith or commending their Service, td 
draw Praife from others. Whoever fall into 
this Pradlice, (hew great Weaknefs; arid 
it is a plain Indication, fuch are not in the 
Simplicity: of the Gofpel ; for whoever abide 
in ttiat, fcek not themfel ves^ n or their own 
Honour, but the chief v-riUngf" they have 
in View is the Honour of God, and thd 
good of all Men, that their Miniftry may 
bring Honour to him that has called us tgi^f 

Glory and Virtue. ,<♦ 

• 

There ire yet fbme Things further to be 
remarked, relating to our Condudl in our 
(y6m RamilieSy MeetingSy arid Neighbourhood y 
both in a religious and civil Capacity, which 
Ihall be the Suhjed; of the next Ghapteri 
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CHAP. VUI, 

Mif€eUan40Us AdviUs as to Mairkge, Trfukr^ j 

'" '. . . • ' • ^ 

W£ will ocmiider dur Mlnifter bo# as 
one inclihing to Marriagey and to 
fettle ztA have a Fau^, wkh Bufinefii 
and Trade in the WorU > in whk:h Stiattr of 
Life there are foany Dangers , and Snares^ 
which we ought to guard againft^ and c3ire-» 
fully mind our Condo£t ^herein ; aad that 
I may be the more imelUgible, I Ihall treat 
on the whole onder thsfe fottr ficata &k^ 
lowing. 

f 

ift. Refpeaing thy CouHjh^ aiid Msr^ - 
riagey if yet unmarried, 

2d. Thy CondadE ia thy mh Pamilj. 

3dw Thy Condoft ainongft thy Ne^lt^ 
hours in ^rade^ Commertt^ &:c. 

# . . - . ^ ... 

4th. Thy Condnd in thy own Meeting, 
both as a Mini/ier and Elder. 

Firjl then, In thy Courtjhip or being 

Couhedy. well confider the Objedl of thy 

^ AfFedions, let not thy Mind out after what 

he or (he hath, but rather regard what they 

are. 
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erei and how jqualified both in Nature 
andHcligion : A good natural Temper in 
both Sexes being much preferable te Wealthy 
and more efpecially, when 'tis cultivated and 
made^better by Religion. 

Now this being a Matter of great Confe- 
quence, requires a ferious Thought, and 
clofe Examination in our own Minds, 
that wc may not be deceived by any falfe 
Glois, Report, or Appearance 5 but thou 
fliould'ft narrowly examine the moving Caofe 
of thy Inclinations, that (o thou mayft with 
Safety and Caution begin thy Suit, or accept 
fuch an Offer, if a Virgin. Thus, when 
thy Mind is fix'-d, and thou art rcfolved to 
proceed, begin where thou oughteft, and be 
a good Example, by firft adviling with fuch 
as may be thy true and hearty Friends, 
before thou makeft any Offer> or receiveft one, 
fo as to join in with any Propoiai on that Ac- 
count; and if they agree with thee, this will 
add to thy Satisfadion ; but if by Reafons 
and good Arguments they endeavour to diC- 
iiiadc thee, be not above Advice in this (or 
any other Affair) but give Ear to good 
Counfel ; but if no Obgedtion arifcs, then ap- 
ply thy Self for Confetft to Parents orGuardi- 
'ans, befbre any Proposal is made to the 
Gbjcd: of thy Choice ; and having thus 
paved thy Way, thy Work will be much 
eafier afterward 5 then proceed deliberately, 
that thou mayft give no juft Cauie of 
Offen<:e.in tbyCondttft, but that thyMar- 
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riagc may be compleatcd with a good Re- 
putation both to thy own and Friends SatiC- 
fadlion, and this will add to thy Credit as a 
Minifter : But when this is over and thou 
art married, thou muft expe<St new Exer- 
cifes, under which thy Faith and Patience 
may be clofely proved. 

Secondly y Therefore look well to thy Con- 
duct: in thy own Family^ that thou mayft 
keep all Things fweet and honourable there- 
in : Many are the Temptations we are in 
danger to receive Hurt by, fuch as afpiring 
too high ii^ our livings aiming to have all ' 
other Matters fuiting thereto, viz. our Fur- 
niture for our Houfes, Cloaths, &c. which 
if above our Ability to fupport, will bring 
upon us a Train of Inconvcniencics, not 
cafily to be furmounted. And fuch who are 
of low Circumftances, who have travelled in 
the Miniftry, or may travel, feeing lo many 
various Ways of living, may receive Hurt, if 
they do not carefully confider their own Cir- 
cun^ftances and Ability ; fuch (hould not mind 
high Things, but being fubjedt to their own 
low Eftate, fliould content themfelves to 
live and appear according as they can af- 
ford, not endeavouring to live above their 
Ability, becaufe they will come as near in 
Imitation as they can to fuch who are above 
them ; but rather let our Income be the Rule 
and Government of our Expences in living ; 
for if our Expence go beyond our Income, 
we fliall foon be hurt ; but if within, we 
.. . . are 
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are fafe : And altho' this parfitnonious Way 
of living may, by fuch as know not our 
Eftate, be blamed, and we may be efteem- 
ed too near, and clofe, yet as we take 
care to keep a Confcience juftly void of Of- 
fence both towards God and Men, we are 
fafe fo far. Arid thofe who are favoured 
with bettter Circumftances in this World, 
Ihould not live in Pride and E^caltation, but 
walk in Humility and Godly Fear, and let 
their Moderation in Eating and Drinking, in 
Furniture, and Apparef, and in' all other Re- 
fpeifts, be known unto all Men ; and what 
Superfluity they have, above' what may be 
fufficient for themfelvcs and Families, to be- 
flow in doing good to all, but efpecially to 
the Houfhold of Faith 5 arid by thus ufing the 
Bleflings of Providence, they will be as Lights 
in the Worldy or as a City fet upon a Hilly 
whofe Glory AA^ill not be hid, but will fhinc 
fofth to the Praife of our great Mafter, and 
they at laft be entitled to the bleffed Sen- 
tence or Invitation of thofe who have fed 
the Hungry y clothed the Naked ^ and vijited 
the Prijbnery which is, Enter info the Joy 
of thy Lordy to dwell in his Prefmce Jor 
aver. 

Next, if thou haft Children, endeavour 
to train them up in the Nurture and Admo^ 
nitionofthe Lord^ and in a plain, exempla- 
ry Drefs, fuiting thy Ability, difcouraging 
in them every Thing, both in their Drefe 
and Difcourfe, that appears inconfiftent with 

G ^ : . ...tfeat 
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that Plainnefs which a Minifter's Cbiklreii 
ought to appear in, that they may be ccern^ 
plary to otheru, endeavouring cady to incuU 
cate in their Minds £uch Principles of Reii^ 
gion and Truths as frequisntly are held forth 
in the Holy Scriptures, which as ibon a« 
they are capable to read, accuftotn them to^ ^ 
and endeavour to make them take Pleaiiu'^ 
therein, by explaining fuch Portions thereof 
as may fuit their Capacities, that as they ad* 
vance in Age, they may in Knowledge : 
And this is the Method to train up a Child 
in the Way that he Jheuld walk. Rit Educa^ 
tion^ I iky Educatiofty though with the ftrift- 
eft Care ,and Tendernefs admin iftred, will 
not afifwer what fome ^xpeft from it, as to 
the grounding of Youth in trae Religion and 
faving Faith ; for nothing (hort of the W<^k 
of Grace in the Heart, th^ new Births and 
the ivajhing of Regeneratim by the W^rd^ 
can make a found and right Chrifiian^ and 
a true Mimfier ; we do not come to thefe 
Attainments, by a natural Inheritance of 
Birth-right from our Parents, but by a ipi- 
ritual Relation ; for we muft be born again, 
beforet we can. fee the Kingdom of God : 
And the explaining and opening thefe divine 
Truths to them, as they are capable to receive 
and underftand the fenafe, wUl be the beft 
Part of their Education, and may fknd for 
a Witnefs of our Care againft their Folly, 
when we are gone; for which Caufc it be- 
hoves us, that we encourage in them every 
Appearance of Virtue, and difooufage cvo-Jr 

: Vice, 
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whicfa hanutn Nature k liable to i Add 
todiis, a. religious Care oiiwrtlty Servants next 
to diy Chiidrea, that they may, by thy 
"good Adnee and Example in thy Family, 
be improved in Virtue ; and be a.eood Ex* 
«mple both to thy Family, and others alfo, 
ia diligently attm4iog religious Meetings^ 
with as many of theni as thou canft with 
CpfWeniency Cake with thee ; thus wiitthou 
fae eacemplary to the Reft of the Nketing. 

. It may he thy Lot to be expofed tQ 
Si^erings £o€ the Teftimony of a good 
Confcience for the Truth, which thou 
ought*ft to be very careful to maintain for thy 
own Peace, ftanding faithful therein, not 
at sdl doubting that a Blefiing will attend 
diee, if thou art upright And if thou art 
impr^ned for the &me, this may prove a 
clofe Trial both to thee and thy Wife; and 
ibr thisReafbn^ if (he is uneafie, and hath 
not Faith and Courage to ftand fuch a Shock, 
give her all the Encouragement thou art 
capable of, lefl through Weaknefs fhe be 
prevailed upon, by any iniire^ Com- 
plianoe wkh thy Adver£lry, to make the 
]V4ktter 4ip, wluch will be a Hurt to thy 
Miniftry, an4 an evil Example to thy Bre- 
thren $ both which ought with a prudent 
and due Care-ta be guarded againft. 

ft 

Add to this, thy charitable Diipofition in 
contributing to^ 4be Pdor, and other publiek 
^rvices in the Society^ with thy Brethren ; 

G4 in 



\\i which thjoii Ought'ft.to be as good an Ex- 
ample as thy Ability willadmit, being rather 
^bove than under, .endeavpuring to fave it 
another way in thy Expences ; f6r althougfe 
.we. encourage Charity aftd a publick Spirit 
by Words to othqrs, yet if we do not con- 
firm them by our Example, ^thcy will be of 
little For^e, And though I have recom- 
piended a clofe and parfimonious Way of 
Inlying, prudently conducted, yet I would 
have thee, in thy Adminiftrings to the 
J^oofy appear generous and noble, thy A- 
bility coniidered s and this will add Author 
.jlity to thy Gift, 



» But perhaps the World may Jrown upoji 
thee, and thou ma,yft find Things run crojs ; 
this may much hinder thy Generofity in 
Charity, and by this thy Mind may be much 
diftrefled ; and unlefs thou art very careful 
in keeping thy Heart clofe to thy Gift, be- 
ing inward with the Lord, praying that thy 
Faith and Patience fail not, thou wilt meet 

. with forne Difco^ra^ement 5 but if thou re- 
xnaineft faithful, thou wilt find this will 
prepare and fit thy Mind to fpeak more feel- 

. ingly to ojthers in the like State ^ although 
it is vei7 hard to behave under fuch Triajsas 
becomes a Minifter, vfithout a clofe Attend- 
ing on our Gifts in Meeknefs and Fear. Let 

., \^ therefore confider, that fuch Trials are by 
tho Kindnefs of Providence fometimcs fui- 

fcc'd 
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fer^d to come upon us for our Good, (to pre- 
pare us to fpeak to others with a better 
'Efft&) and to prove our. Faith and Patience, 
^s it is written, Behold I have refined thee^ Ma. xwiai 
4mi not with Silver : 2 have cho fen thee in the 
-Furnace of Aj^iBion. This Diftrcfs may- 
wear off, and Things in a (hort Time may 
aiTume another Face : Then beware of be- 
ing exalted ; for as- Afflidion and Poverty, 
without Faith and Patience, can't be borne 
without receiving Hurt \ fo Prolperity, with- 
out Humility in a fteady Attention upon 
, God in our Gifts, will have the like Effedt 
upon us. This brin gs me to the third Head, 
relating to thy Cbnduft amongft thy Neigh- 
bours in Tirade and Commerce. 

^rade is fomctimes very dangerous, and 
Sipt to deceive the Mind, by influencing it 
with hopes of more Gain, to launch out be- 
yond our Strength and Capacity ^ I therefore, 
as one that hath a little trodden in this Path, 
have ever found it moft fafe, to bound my 
, Extent in Trade by my Stock, and as that 
increafed, the other might with much more 
. Safety. Thus I carefully avoided going beyond 
my Strength, which would render it impofll- 
ble for me to keep my Word and Promife in 
Payments j for I faw this brought me under 
fuch a Neceflity, that I could not buy, neither 
fell fo well, but fometimes muft raife Mo- 
pey (by felling at a low Rate, under the 
Market) orelfc hurt my Credit in Payments: 
J therefore took this Method 3 whcnfoever I 

contraded 
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contm^ed ^ t Parcel o( Goois^ &t& tq 
coniider what Pay I could maJkf before I madf 
m Agreement, aiui then btiugfat as cheap as 
I could, hv QKh Credk a$ w^ could agme 
ypon ; and wheii k 4> happco'd, (as femet- 
tim^s it didj that I found, without boraow* 
ing I coi^ld not p^y as I protnifed, ^whicfa is 
the Life of Trade) then a littfa: befom the 
Day came, I went and told my £kaler hour 
it was with mcy yet nevcrtheteft, if Nccci^ 
fity caird for tlMP Money, I w(HiId provide 
it by the Time, hut hoping by fiich a Day I 
could make Payment af my own Strength^ 
if he could flay £> long. AttibydiisCon- 
dui5t, I found a Readineis in all my Dealers 
to favour me as defired, if nogrmi Nceefiky 
did prevent it. And thus by degrees I in- 
cf eafed both my Stock and Tcade, pixiased- 
ing in it both wkh Repute and iimour ; and 
on this Account I became mom taJoea notice 
of, and my Company by iome t^iore defired, 
which I foon fouod would grow upon mc 
to my Hurt, if a Stop were flot put to it 5 * 
and above all, I found it very dangerous to 
meddle with j<?r0;f^L/^2/^j of any kind, ibit 
in a very moderate way, eipeciaiiy Dr/ims^ 
which have been very hurt^il to the Health 
of feveral. I thus endeawared to fteer my 
Courfe as inoi^fively as I could io Trade 
and Con^merce, by keeping my Word and 
Promife in Payments, w£^ch added much 
to my Credit. I now proceed to the laft 
• Head, 

Lajlfy, , 
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Laftly^ In idiy own Meeting be a good 
i^xample to attend in Seaibn, at the Hoar 
appointed^ both on Firft and Week Days^^ 
with as many of thy Family as can be fpared $ 
and when tbeie, do not attempt either to 
preach or pray without fome degree of di<- 
vine I^ove, begot by the Spirit, to infpire 
thee to it } for by the Word of Life we 
muft be qualified, before we can either 
preacl^ or pay to Advantage. Some think, 
through a miftaken Judgment, that they 
muft be doing fomething every Meeting, 
(like the PreachenB of the Letter^ who mail 
either be finging, preaching or praving all 
the Timc^ 9^ by inch a Cbudud they loie 
their Intereil: and Plaoe in the Hearit$ of 
Friends by too long and too frequent Appear- 
ing in both Preaching and Pray^ : For the 
avQiding of which, keep cloiie to thy Gift, 
intently waiting to know th]( Place, both 
when to fpeak and when to be filent ; and 
when thou fpeakeft, begin under a Senfe of 
jdivtne Influence, whether it be in Preaching 
or Praying \ and without it, do not either 
preach <or pray; for Silent Mxetlags^ tho' a 
wonder to the carnal and worldly Profef- 
ibrs, are oi great Advantage to the truly i^i- 
cituaUy minded ; and as thou bc^nncfl with 
the ^mty keep to it in thy going on, and 
•conclude in it, and this will prderve thee 
from tiring thy Brethren, and caufing thena 
to wi(h for thy Silence: And thus as thou be- 
ginneil and ^oeft on, in the Openii^s of 

divine 
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•divine Life, thy Service as a Minifter ifl thy 
own Meeting, will be always new and liv- 
ing ; thus wilt thou engage the Attention 
of thy Hearers to what thdu haft to declare, 
all which will tend to the Improvement of 
thy felf, and Edification of thy Brethren. 

Next add to this, a prudent Condudt in 
Meetings of Bujinefs or Difcipliney and watch 
againft thy own Spirit and Pafliohs, and by 
no means let them arife under Colour of 
Zeal for the Caufe, that thou mayft not luft 
after Power and Rule, In fome, fuch a mind 
prevails, that they are not eafy without they 
can rule and over-rale their Brethren : But 
if thou keepeft thy Place in thy Gift, thou 
wilt take thy Friends along with thee, that 
you may go hand in hand in the Work, 
carefully guarding againft all felfifh and 
private Views, from Refehtment taken a- 
gainft a Brother or Sifter for any fuppofed 
Offence, either againft thy felf or any of 
thy Friends ; the falling into any little Mi- 
ftake of this kind, will have a Train of other 
Inconveniencies to attend it, fuch as making 
PartieSy and falling into Divifioris, one 
Party againft another, and oppofing one the 
other, to the great Hurt of the Society : 
But let us with diligence watch againft, and 
difcourage both in our felves, and alfo among 
the Brethren, every Appearance of both 
Party faking and Party m^kingy and in all 
our Views and Endeavours, fincerely labour 
to promote Unity and Peace -, for it rarely 

happens 
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happfenSj but when fuch Ruptures fall out 
in Monthly or ^arterly Meetings, but the 
ftrong and zealous Sticklers on either Side 
receive much Hurt by taking Offence, which 
in a more partitular manner hurts Minifters, 
and makes their Work mUch more difficult; 
if it does not wholly lay wafte and fet their 
Service afide 5 therefore they, in an efpecial 
manner, ought to be Mediators, by endea- 
vouring to bring both Parties to an Agree- 
ment if poffible. But I do not mean by this, 
that the Authority of the Dijcipline (hould 
be broke in upon by unruly and diforderly 
Spirit&j who are unwilling to fubmit to the 
Rules and wholefome Dodirines of the So-^ 
oiety : And where Difcipline is managed 
with a Bias of Opinion towards this or that 
Party, or any one aims to fhew Favour a- 
gainft Truth and Jufticc, in this or that 
Cafe, a Minifter ought to exert himfelf^ im- 
partially aiming at the juft and right Things 
withput refpedt to either Perfon or Party ; 
for no other kind of Condud: will bear the 
Light 3 but this will ftand the Teft, and the 
more 'tis examin'd, it will appear the brighter; 
therefore the Wifdom of our Difcipline ap- 
pears in its Moderation, and Juftnefs in its 
Proceedings, by admitting of Appeals t6 re- 
examine all CafeSy from the loweft to our 
laft Refort of Judgment ; which is pro- 
vided as a Remedy againft hafly and raifh 
Judging, without duely examining into the 
Truth and Equity of what they give Judg- 
ment in. 

I have 



I have enlarged, as fbme may apprehend^ 
too much on fome Heads in this Treafije^ 
which 18 fweird under my Pen ihom than I 
cxpeded ; but I could not exprefs my Exp^^ 
ricnce intelligibly to my own Underibnding 
in fewer. Words, for which Reafon, I.hope 
my Readers v^ill caft a favourable JEyc upon 
it, not being a Work defigned for Criticks^ 
or lueh who are bringing all they rc^^ 
within the narrow Bounds of their carnal 
Reafoning^ and their natural Comprehenfion^ 
and will not admit wh^ is not agreeable to 
their Thoughts, to be any other than FiSion 
and entbufiafiick Wbim.*^ I (hall now clofe 
thus. That if we who are concerned as 
MiniJierSy conduct ourielves as is bei^|||^ ad-^ 
vifed, we (hall come up pretty near to the 
Pattern the holy Apoftle'^has given us in 
2 Cor. vL 3, 4>5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Giving no 
Offence in any ^hing^ thai the Mimftry be not 
blamed : But in all Sfbings (or ii> cvety Con- 
dition of Life^ apprtyuing our /ehes as the 
Minijlers of God, in much Patience in Afflict 
tions, in Nece^tieSy in DiftreJfeSy in Stripes^ 
in Imprijonmentiy in Tumults^ in Labours^ 
in WatcbingSy in Fajiings ; by Pureneji^ by 
KntyifiledgCy by Long-fufferingy by Kindnejiy 
hv the holy Ghofty by Love unfeigned y by the 
Word of Trutby by the Power of God, by the 
Armour of RighteoufnefSy on the right Hand 
and on the leff^ by Honour andDifhonoWy by 
evil Report and good Report : At Deceivers 
and yet true-, as unknowriy and yet wellknowny 
as dyingy and behold we live j as chaftene^y 

and 



and iki killed*, as forrtwJuJy yet always re^ 
joycing i as pdor^ yet making many rich ; ai 
bavihg ntahitigy and yet pojejing all things. 

■^ ^^ ^ ** " • • ' • i • ' • • I* * " - — 

. j1 fi)ort View of that great and fotemn Duty 
. «/• P R A Y E R. 

Vff H E N we pray in the Publics: 
^ AJJemblieSyOX in private Families of the 
Lord's People, we ought carefully to guard 
againil all Impertinence of Exf^eilion, and 
indecency tii Sounds or Deportment; to 
prcveflt all which, confides well the Frame 
of thy Hearty that thou art in a meek 
and quiet Difpoiition, being calm in thy 
Mind ; this will keep thee:, that the Heat of 
thy ' own Spirit, in a miftaken blind Zeal, 
hitrry thtt not top fail, without a right un- 
derfbnding of the Ability re^v'd by th«: 
Spirit of Prayer ; for the fame Spirit which 
affifteth us in the Miniftry^ will iikcwife in 
Prayer *y Without the Help of ^hich, we 
can perform neither as we ought. But 1 
have obferved fome, by a Tran^ort of Zeal 
frather Paffion) go into a Flow of Words, 
without a right Undcfftafiding either of their 
own Spirits oi of the Spirit of Prayer, but in 
a confufed manlier direfting their Matter to 
the Peoplfe in a way of Preachings and ihth 
to the Almighty in a way of Prayer, and then 
returning again to the People, which hath 
made it very tirefcme, and could ferve no 
other End tnan to expofe the Parties con- 
cerned 
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cern*d to Pity or Contempt, and bring Reproach 
on . the Principle they profefe* . Such Condudt 
plainly demonflrrates, that there' is want of both 
the Spirit and Vnderjianding^ fo eflential to the 
Performance of this folemn Duty, 

Our bleffed Saviour in Matthew vu h^vinjg firll 
fet the falfeand fi6litious Prayer in a true Light, 
teaches jiis Difciples their Duty herein,^ Vcrfe 9;. 
laying, After this manner therefore fray ye ; and 
then lays down that moft beautiful and compre-' 
henfive Form of Prayer, fo plain, that I have 
not met with any to equal it. But with how 
little Thought, ConQderation or Scrjoufnefs, is 
it frequently repeated by fqndry that ufe it ? I 
am fearful it is little better in many, than taking 
the Lord's Name in vairi. It therefore ought to.^ 
be ferioufly confider'd by alJ>, that in ufingthat,' 
or any other Praye?, they are in fome Degree 
qualified by the Spirit fo to do, whethefr it be iri 
publick or in private ; for publick Prayer, iri 
its Nature, is adapted to befeech the Divine Ma- 
jefly to confirm by his Word the various Branches 
of Doflrine that may have been before deliver'd^ 
and to ftrengthen that Faith begot by the Gofpel 
preached, and to increafe Vigour in the pure 
Mind flirred up in the Hearers, by the Infpira- 
tion of the divine Word. The royal Pfalmifi 
prayed the Lord, PfalAu 15. faying, O Lord^ 
open thou my Lip^j and my Mouth fhall fhew forth 
thy Praife. And when our Lips are thus opened^ 
this is the right Qualification to true Prayer \^ 
and it will edifie and comfort the Hearers whp 
are alive to God, fb that the Right-minded wiS 
Jill fay AMEK 
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